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“The American Hebrew” 
Presents the Fuehrer 


At first we wondered. Is there any- 
thing about the policies and theories 
of Nazis concerning the Jews that is 
mot known yet that the American 
Hebrew, national weekly journal of 
Jewish affairs, has rae | it necessary 
to obtain an “exclusive” interview with 
Fritz Kuhn, leader of Nazis in the 
U.S.? Did the American Hebrew ex- 
pect to catch the Nazi leader in an off 
moment and to glean from him a peni- 
tent retraction? But the “exclusive” 
interview disclosed nothing new. We 
were again treated to the usual Nazi 
ravings about Jews being Commu- 
nists and parasites, etc. Why then 
did a Jewish publication, knowing 
what to expect, have to offer Jewish 
readers these “revelatory” insults 
which have already been revealed in- 
numerable times? 


At times we suspect that some Jews 
have grown masochistic and actually 
derive a perverse delight from being 
slapped and insulted. He, the one 
who gets slapped, becomes quite used 
to it and whether it is for the reason 
that it provides him with a cause for 
self pity or because it makes him feel 
superior to his tormentors, at any rate, 
he seeks to be slapped and feels un- 
comfortable when he is not. And so, 
a few days having passed since the 
latest Nazi outburst before the Dies 
investigating committee, it was felt 
mecessary to treat us again to a few 
Nazi slaps. The “exclusive” Nazi 
revelations were, of course, not kept 
a secret by the American Hebrew and 
were promptly released to a curious 
world through the channels of the 
daily press. 

Or was it the oncoming Rosh 
Hashanna and Yom Kippur holidays, 
traditionally days of reckoning and 
repentance, that prompted the Amer- 
ican Hebrew to confront us with the 
Nazi allegations in order to make us 
feel more humble? If this is so, then 
it was an unnecessary waste of effort. 
At any rate, we wonder. 


Names for Jews 


“Next New Year a half million 
German Jews must add Israel or Sarah 
to their names.” Thus states an A. 
P. report from Berlin. And we must 
admit that while we object, under all 
circumstances, to forcing people to do 
things against their will, this is one 
decree against which we will not call 
protest meetings. Naturally each per- 
son should have the right to choose a 
mame to his or her liking, but to be 
frank, we suspect that the choice of 
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given names on the part of many 
Jews here and in Germany was not 


always governed by the highest mo- - 


tives. We know of altogether too 
many cases where the original Itzik 
was translated into Isidore and, with 
a rise on the economic ladder, Isi- 
dore was transformed into Irving; nor 
do we believe that a combination such 
as Hamilton Goldberg, for example, 
was created on the grounds of eu- 
phony solely. 

We don't like to see labels pasted 
on people against their will but we 
are reminded of a very ancient legend 
which states that one of the reasons 
why the Jews were delivered from 
Egypt was the fact that they did not 
change their names. 


The Stuff of Legends 


From Warsaw there comes a report 
that several thousand Polish Jews are 
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planning to march on foot to Pales- 
tine. The sponsor of the plan is one 
William Ryppel who last year led a 
similar march of several hundred. At 
that time the marchers were dispersed 
a few miles out of the city. The fate 
of the present contemplated march 
can also be foreseen. Messianic yearn- 
ings for deliverance are unfortunately 
of no avail against such prosaic mat- 
ters as immigration regulations. And 
the wasteland of Europe is somewhat 
different from the desert of Sinai in 
that it is thickly punctuated with 
border guards. We hope that this 
irresponsible adventure will be pre- 
vented before it turns into a tragic 
fiasco. But the thousands waiting 
for deliverance will still be waiting 
and a “Liberation March”, in a more 
rational and practical manner, will 
still be the order of the day. 
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IS A HOLY WAR IMMINENT? 


JI WAS an old ambition of the former Jerus- 

alem Grand-Mufti to make the problem of 
dominant Arab nationalism in Palestine an 
issue of all-Arab or even pan-Islamic concern. 
Being the head of the “general staff’ of the armed 
bands in Palestine, he conducts from his Beirut 
refuge an extensive propaganda, through his vari- 
ous agencies, in more than one Mohammedan 
country. Last month he was in a position to regis- 
ter what he called his first “genuine achievement” 
in obtaining ecclesiastical assistance from an im- 
portant land of the “faithful.” Some church 
dignitaries at Bagdad have been persuaded to issue 
an epistle to the effect that taking part in the “lib- 
eration” of the Holy Land from infidel Jews and 
Britons, whether through direct participation in 
the “military” activities of the insurgent groups 
or in the form of monetary offerings should (or 
could, according to another translation from the 
archaic Arabic) be considered a religious duty of 
every devoted follower of the Prophet. If the 
information obtained by some European agencies 
is correct, about a thousand Iraqi youths have 
responded immediately to their shepherds’ call 
and have enlisted for “military service” in the 
army of the twentieth century Saracens. Thus the 
Jerusalem correspondent of the New York Times 
has been given the opportunity to alarm his Amer- 
ican readers with the prospect of an imminent holy 
war in the Near East. , 

To be sure, there is no justification for an op- 
timistic outlook on the possible developments in 
Palestine in the immediate future. Unfortunate- 
ly, there is no prospect that the terror will soon 
be stopped. The Jewish community must be pre- 
pared for the worst and a number of new menaces 
looming on the horizon ought not to be over- 
looked or ignored by the Zionist movement. How- 
ever, the anticipation of a pan-Islamic or even 
an all-Arab “holy war” seems to us rather un- 
warranted. 

Two years ago, the Supreme Arab Committee 
was playing with that slogan, and some of its 
members did actually believe that they could make 
the “emancipation” of Palestine an all-Arab, if 
not an all-Islamic question. Conferences were 
held towards that end, in Jerusalem, in Geneva 
and in some Syrian localities, with the participa- 
tion mostly of self-appointed “representatives” 
from some Mohammedan countries. Delegations 
were sent to far-off Arab kingdoms and to India. 
Palestinian notables went to rulers of Arabia to 
enlist their sympathies and brotherly help. Some 
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of those rulers and the shieks of the desert were 
so impressed by the lamentations of their ‘“‘en- 
slaved” brethren that they sent strongly worded 
protests to Great Britain and France, but all racial 
zeal and religious passion disappeared into thin 
air when confronted with crude realities. 


The extreme Arab nationalists did not realize 
at that time the futility of their efforts to make 
Arabs of other lands active champions of their 
demands in Palestine. Their hopes did not mate- 
rialize, not because the Arabs of the surrounding 
countries were unable to “understand” their as- 
pirations. Xenophobia and religious intolerance 
are not the monopoly of the Arab leaders in 
“Southern Syria”; those emotions or attitudes 
are typical in no lesser degree of the Iraqi and 
particularly the dwellers of the Arab peninsula 
and its nomads. But there is no such thing, at 
present at least, as a consolidated Arabdom in the 
political sense of the word. Ethnic unity does 
not always make for political unity of conscious- 
ness and purpose. Of course, no one can deny 
that religious, linguistic and “blood”’ affinities are 
factors to be reckoned with. They are however 
inadequate, in the present situation, as a basis of 
concerted military activities for any considerable 
length of time. Even in the most glorious periods 
of their history the Arabs could not be welded 
together, except when the Caliph enjoyed sufh- 
cient authority and military strength to force them 
into unity. As to a holy war of a pan-Islamic 
character, one should remember that the last 
Caliph, Abdul Hamid, could not generate it even 
with the help of such a remarkable pan-Islamist 
as Syed Tammaludin Afghani. On more than one 
occasion the Western World was threatened by 
Abdul Hamid’s spokesmen with the unfurling of 
the banner of the Prophet, but it so “happened” 
that the proclamation of a holy war from Constan- 
tinople never materialized. The present-day pan- 
Islamic dreamers among the Arab leaders are 
likely to be more disappointed than the pre-war 
Turkish politicians around the Caliph’s throne in 
their exaggerated speculation on the religious and 
racial factors. ‘These factors,” says a distin- 
guished representative of Mohammedan public 
opinion, A. N. Awab Zada (Contemporary Re- 
view, July 1938), “serve to show how not to test 
the true Islamic solidarity which is at all times 
unshakable, if you know what it is.” 


Pan-Arabism as a political force should also 
be viewed in its real proportions. There are at 
present too many separatist and irreconcilable 
dynastic aspirations in the Arab world for the 
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proclamation of a holy war, even when endorsed 
by more and higher dignitaries of the Church, 
to become a military danger. The kings and the 
patriots of the Arab countries would all be pan- 
Arabists if pan-Arabism could serve their ambi- 
tion to expand and become the dominant 
power in an Arab Empire. In Syria, in Iraq 
and on the peninsula they are opposed to Emir 
Abdulla’s “‘all-embracing”’ nationalism since they 
are aware of his real designs—the extension of the 
Transjordan Kingdom up to the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea. The “enlightened” Syrians 
are not very enthusiastic about the growing power 
of the reactionary Ibn-Saud whom his subjects 
and vassal princes regard as the potential “gather- 
er of Arab lands”. General Nuri Pasha’s efforts 
of 1936 (in behalf of the oppressed Palestinian 
Arabs) were interpreted by some Jerusalem 
leaders as a manifestation of pan-Arab sympa- 
thies and willingness to help them to their inde- 
pendence, but later on they had to make the mel- 
ancholy discovery, that his mission had to do with 
nothing less than Iraq’s designs for the occu- 
pation of Palestine (and probably Syria). A 
recent Cairo plan to place Palestine, or a section 
of the country, under some sort of Egyptian 
“guardianship” was a further display of Arab and 
Mohammedan “unity of purpose”. 

We have no intention to lull our own fears. 
The Bagdad call and similar proclamations may 
cause Palestine, and especially the Jewish 
community of the martyred country, some 
additional trouble. Most likely it is already 
being circularized by some European enemies of 
the Jewish cause with a definite purpose—to “im- 
press”’ British public opinion. There is no reason, 
however, for the Yishuv and for Jews in general 
to take the Bagdad Shepherds’ battle cry at its 
face value. 


A POOR SUBSTITUTE 
FT'HE CONTROVERSIES which marked the 


recent popular elections for an American Jew- 
ish Congress produced at least one beneficent re- 
sult. Most of the organizations which violently 
opposed participation in those elections have, un- 
der pressure of public opinion, agreed to sub- 
ordinate their self-arrogated privileges by joining 
with the American Jewish Congress in establish- 
ing a general council to protect Jewish rights. This 
new council is but a sorry substitute for a demo- 
cratically elected Congress. For one thing, it 
places a self-appointed body like the American 
Jewish Committee, an undemocratically selected 
group like the Jewish Labor Committee, and a 
non-representative fraternal order like the B’nai 
Brith on a plane of equality with the American 
Jewish Congress, elected by the direct suffrage of 
hundreds of thousands of voters. Such an ar- 
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rangement creates an incongruous situation. It is 
very much like granting that a few appointees of 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, or a political 
sub-committee designated by the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor, or a political com- 
mission chosen by the Elks, should each respec. 
tively have the same authority enjoyed by Con- 
gress elected through the suffrage of millions of 
American citizens. Besides, the Council, by limit- 
ing its own functions to a mere “safeguarding -of 
the equal rights of Jews here and abroad’’ is 
betraying the interests of American Jewry. For 
American Jews need much more than a “‘safe- 
guarding of Jewish rights” against the onslaughts 
of anti-Semitism and fascism. Their welfare 
requires the functioning of a truly representative 
body which will reorganize their philanthropic 
and cultural affairs on a sound democratic basis. 
Equally unsatisfactory is the clause in the coun- 
cil’s constitution that prohibits decisions “on mat- 
ters that involve racial, national, religious and 
economic philosophies”. Since it is impossible to- 
day to “safeguard” Jewish interests without “‘in- 
volving” such “philosophies”, this clause reads 
like a joker. And such it may prove to be. Un- 
less the Council amends or nullifies that limitation, 
it will never even begin to function. 

But despite these grave defects embodied in 
the constitution of the Council, the very creation 
of that body undoubtedly marks a step forward 
in the management of American Jewish affairs. It 
is a first move towards abolishing the confusion 
and irresponsibility which have hitherto dominated 
American Jewish life. The fact that decisions 
made by two-thirds vote will henceforth be re- 
garded as binding on all bodies belonging to the 
Council, may introduce some semblance of order 
into the chaos of American Jewish public activi- 
ties. Regular meetings at a round table may also 
bring about a better understanding among groups 
who had hitherto been at cross purposes with each 
other, to the detriment of both American and 
World Jewry. All responsible Jewish groups 
should therefore hail’ the Council’s formation as 
a heartening sign suggesting that American Jews 
are at last beginning to approach some sort of 
unity of action. 


PROPAGANDA — NOT 
INVESTIGATION 


E DIES COMMITTEE is a federal edi- 

tion of the discredited New York State Lusk 
Committee of a number of years ago. The pres- 
ent Congressional Committee that is “‘investisat- 
ing” un-American activities has given very little 
time to Nazism and Fascism; it is devoting prac- 
tically all its time to attacks upon the Communist 
movement, the CIO, and the Roosevelt Adminis- 
tration. It is not investigating; it is propagandiz- 
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ing. The Committee’s star witness against the 
CIO was John P. Frey, veteran A. F. of L. Vice- 
President. It is unfortunate that people like Frey 
are so blinded by their hatred for the CIO that 
they seem unable to see that the blows ostensibly 
aimed at the Communist movement in order to hit 
the CIO, actually strike the entire labor move- 
ment. If the Dies clan should succeed in destroy- 
ing the CIO movement it will train its guns upon 
the A. F. of L. direct, without pretending to hit 
anyone else. 


Let Frey and his colleagues brush up on their 
labor movement history; they will find broken 
strikes and murdered workers in the Federation 
ranks, when there was no CIO or Communist 
Party. The class struggle is no respecter of isms 
or persons. In the steel strike of 1919 the A. F. 
of L. was fought and denounced as bitterly as the 
CIO in the Little Steel strike of last year. For a 
half century the history of trade unionism in the 
United States was essentially the history of the 
American Federation of Labor, and it is filled with 
labor tragedies. 

We hold no brief for the Communists. Their 
crimes against the Jews in Palestine entitle 
them to no sympathy from us. But we have no 
solidarity with the enemies of labor in their fight 
against Communism. The opposition of the labor 
movement to Communism and the opposition of 
capitalist enemies to Communism are not identical. 
They should not be confused. 

The Dies Committee “investigation” was timed 
to coincide with a factional fight in the second 
largest CIO union, the United Automobile Work- 
ers of America, and with the congressional elec- 
tion battles which are now on, 

The dissension among the automobile workers 
is a tragedy. It took many years and heavy sacri- 
fice to build up this union of 400,000 workers in 
the great mass production industry, which includes 
some of the most powerful corporations. This 
union is now in danger of disruption because of 
the issue of Communism. It is not at all unlikely 
that this issue is being stirred up by secret enemies 
of labor in the organization in order to blast it 
from within. The LaFollette Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee has established the fact that automobile 
corporations have spent vast sums on industrial 
espionage and other anti-union activities. The 
pro and anti-administration groups—and the union 
—may be the victims of those activities. 

Is it a mere coincidence that at the same time 
that civil war is raging among the CIO automobile 
workers, serious trouble is brewing among the 
CIO textile workers, and disunity is raising its 
head among the CIO in California? 

Conspirators and provacateurs have always 
sought to blow up strong unions from within. 
They have carried on their destructive work in the 
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A. F. of L., and it is but natural that they should 
do the same in the CIO. All the more reason 
for ending the fratricidal struggle within the trade 
union movement and uniting the two camps—A. 
F. of L. and ClIO— which are, at present, of 
about equal numerical strength. The rank and file 
members in both camps wish it, but the sad reality 
must be recognized that labor movement unity is 
not on the horizon. 

One thing seems clear: both the A. F. of L. 
and the CIO are strong. Neither can annihilate 
the other. Each body has a definite irreducible 
minimum which the other cannot take away. It is 
just as impossible for the A. F. of L. to get back 
the United Mine Workers as it is for the ClO to 
win over the building trades. Thus the trade 
union war will go on. But the interests of labor, 
and the cause of human progress, call for a united 
labor movement. 


RUMORS OF STATE. 


E PALESTINE correspondent of the New 
:& York Times recently reported that he had 
been informed of a new partition plan that was 
about to be announced. According to this ru- 
mored plan the proposed Jewish State was to be 
even smaller than the one outlined by the Peel 
Commission. The state envisioned by the Peel 
Commission would embrace an area of 2,000- 
2,500 square miles—the new rumored plan con- 
cedes to the proposed Jewish State no more than 
400 square miles, the narrow coastal plain be- 
tween Tel Aviv and Athlit. The supposed “vir- 
tues” of this plan are that this area contains an 
overwhelming Jewish majority (95%) and the 
state would thus be insured against possible diffi- 
culties with its Arab citizens and also the fact 
that no Arab state would meanwhile be established 
in the other parts of Palestine which would con- 
tinue to be governed by England on the basis of 
the Mandate. 


That such a plan was being harbored, we have 
known for the past six months. We also know 
quite definitely who are the authors of the plan. 
These are British officials in Palestine who have 
been hatching this new geographic Liliput since 
last February, and possibly even earlier. But the 
impression that this report made was that it eman- 
ated from the commission investigating the parti- 
tion of Palestine which recently returned to Eng- 
land because this commission is the only body 
from which the government expects a concrete 
plan. 

We are not in a position to substantiate or to 
deny the information of the New York Times’ 
correspondent. The British government later de- 
nied any knowledge of such a conclusion on the 
part of the Woodhead commission. A similar 
statement was also made to the Jewish Agency in 
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London. It would therefore be ridiculous to criti- 
cize the Woodhead commission months before it 
released its report and suggestions and at a time 
that it is still faced by a long period of investiga- 
tions in London. 


But if the improbable should occur and the 
Woodhead commission should announce this plan 
of a decapitated Jewish State, then it must be clear 
to everyone that the Jewish Agency would not 
even discuss it. A suggestion to found a Jewish 
State on an area of 400 square miles, an area 
which offers no additional possibilities for coloniz- 
ation because it is so insignificant and already 
densely inhabited and which excludes, not only 
Jerusalem with its seventy thousand Jews, but 
also Haifa and the settlements in Jezreel, in the 
Jordan valley, in Galilee and south of Jaffa, such 
a suggestion is so humiliating and destructive of 
the purpose of Zionism that it does not even de- 
serve to be discussed. If the British plan, which all 
Jewry is awaiting so tensely, should turn out to be 
like the one rumored then all Zionists, both pro 
and anti-partitionists, will be united in their cate- 
gorical rejection of it. 


Four hundred square miles are exactly one- 
sixty-fifth of the historic area of Palestine which 
was originally considered at the time of the Bal- 
four declaration. If England wishes to fulfill its 
duty by paying less than two per cent of its debt, 
then such an offer cannot serve as a basis for 
negotiating with any responsible Jewish group. 


MANDATES COMMISSION REPORT 


_ ESTABLISHED practice of restricting 
Jewish immigration to Palestine has been 
criticized in the recent report of the Permanent 
Mandates Commission as a serious violation of 
the mandate. In the opinion of the Geneva com- 
missioners the British Government already acts as 
though the mandate was abrogated, the assump- 
tion being that the country is to be partitioned soon 
and definite geographical limits set for new Jew- 
ish settlers. 


The Mandates Commission never committed 
itself to the partition scheme; it had only per- 
mitted the Mandatory Power to explore the pos- 
sibilities of a satisfying and lasting solution of the 
Palestine problem through partition, and to sub- 
mit its findings and proposals to the League of 
Nations for examination. It was understood that 
until a concrete partition plan was accepted and 
carried into effect, nothing should be done or 
undone that could be interpreted as invalidation of 
the mandate. The representatives of the Man- 
datory Power at Geneva did not object to that 
view taken both by the Jewish Agency and the 
Permanent Commission. However, the drastic 
restriction of Jewish immigration in the face of 
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the unparalleled plight of Central European 
Jewry, and the most eloquent silence on the part 
of the British delegation at the Evian Conference 
on the prospects of Jewish refugees being ab- 
sorbed in Palestine, provide ample ground for 
putting the question: is the British mandate over 
Palestine, and the clause of the Jewish National 
Home included in that document, still in effect? 


From a purely formal viewpoint, the Govern- 
ment is naturally in a position to shift the burden 
of its restrictive policy on the present economic 
situation in Palestine. The argument from de- 
pression, however, is not very convincing. There 
is no doubt that the very fact of limiting immigra- 
tion to insignificant numbers, and London’s still 
indecisive general policy in Palestinian affairs are 
grave contributory factors to the economic crisis, 
or even the main cause of present stagnation and 
unemployment. The vacillating policy of the 
British offers increasing encouragement to the 
Arab terrorists and paralyzes Jewish enterprise 
which is generally known to have produced re- 
markable results in a number of years preceding 
the riots. 


Nothing could more effectively stimulate Jewish 
capital and initiative, and restore in a relatively 
short time the era of prosperity in Palestine than 
a clear and resolute confirmation of British obliga- 
tions toward the National Home and a corre- 
sponding change in the immigration policy. The 
Mandates Commission took into consideration this 
“psychological” factor influencing to so great an 
extent the political and economic conditions in 
Palestine. The Geneva report should be viewed 
as a friendly but vigorous warning to the Man- 
datory Power. 


FATHER COUGHLIN DISCOVERS 
THE PROTOCOLS 


i WAS quite natural to expect that Father 
Coughlin’s denial of the charge of anti-Semit- 


ism that was leveled against him as a result of the 
publication of parts of the “Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion” in his journal Social Justice should 
be even more anti-Semitic than his previous utter- 


ances, and so it proved to be. In his article in 
Social Justice of August 8 he proceeds to explain 
that his aim in printing the Protocols was merely 
to acquaint the world with the fact that tyranny, 
oppression and poverty are not acts of God but 
are the results of plans hatched by people who 
hate the principles of Christian brotherhood. He 
then proceeds to enlighten his readers to the ‘well 
known” facts that Russia is a paradise for the 
Jews, that Judaism is protected in Russia while 
Christianity is being exterminated and similar 
truths taken out of the usual anti-Semitic cate- 
chism. 
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We do not intend to question Father Coughlin’s 
Catholic orthodoxy in the matter of the author- 
ship of poverty and oppression, whether they 
spring from God or from man. His ultimatum to 
the Jews, which follows in his article, that if they 
wish to avoid pogroms in America and to obtain 
assistance in their struggle against Hitlerism they 
must organize strong protests against the religious 
policies of Russia and of Mexico, definitely proves 
that Father Coughlin is not entirely motivated by 
the principle of Christian charity but that he is 
willing to barter his “sympathy” for definite re- 
turns. But despite Father Coughlin’s veiled 
threat, Jews will not be intimidated merely to gain 
his promised sympathy against Hitlerism. 


What is surprising is Father Coughlin’s appar- 
ent disagreement with the avowed policies of the 
Catholic Church. ‘The Catholic Curch will de- 
fend persecuted Jews wherever they may be” de- 
clared the Osservatore Romano, official Vatican 
organ. Father Coughlin qualifies this statement 
of his superiors by demanding support against 
Communism as the price for his defense of the 
persecuted. 


LIES DIE HARD 


H*S EVER a forgery been nailed without its 
being resurrected again by bigots? It ap- 
pears that no amount of exposing a lie is sufficient 
to kill it so long as those interested in perpetuating 


it remain. Despite the fact that rumors of anti- 
Semitic statements said to have been made by 
Benjamin Franklin have been exposed time and 
again, they have recently cropped up anew. 


Speaking of these alleged statements, Dr. 
Charles A. Beard, outstanding historian and au- 
thority on Franklin said in Jewish Frontier of 
March, 1935: 


“I cannot find a single original source that 
gives the slightest justification for believing that 
the ‘Prophecy’ is anything more than a bare- 
faced forgery.” 

But two years later the German Angriff and the 
Voelkischer Beobachter had again rediscovered 
the forgery. Exposing it for what is really was, 
Dr. Beard again wrote in Jewish Frontier of 
April, 1937: 

“There is nothing to be added to what I have 
said, except that 1 have found no evidence to 
support the theory of the Pinckney Diary... 
no evidence has been forthcoming to sustain 
the Nazi thesis on the subject.” 
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But. by now almost two years had passed and 
the Nazi bigots apparently felt that the forgery 
could be used again and the report of a mythical 
diary containing the alleged statements of Frank- 
lin was revived. This time it was claimed that the 
original “private diary” was in the possession of 
the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. In the 
August issue of The Institute News published by 
the Franklin Institute, the director of that inst 
tution states: 

“The truth is, we do not posseses the notor- 
ious diary. In fact we know no more about its 
whereabouts than we did before, and that was 
nothing.” 

The director of the Institute suggests that those 
who would forge Franklin’s writings would do 
well to acquaint themselves first with Franklin’s 
authentic works. We also quite agree with him 
when he says: 

“We haven’t the faith to believe that these 
present-day fanatics will immediately become 
civilized by reading Franklin’s writings, but 
some good may result nevertheless.” 

Lies die hard, and if the Nazis and their like 
continue their activity we feel certain that about 
the summer of 1940 the forgery of Franklin will 
again be sprung upon the public. 


PALESTINE DEFENSE FUND 
ia SEVEN THOUSAND Jewish super- 


numerary police, apart from some seven hun 
dred Jewish members of the regilar Palestine 
police force now constitute a veritable minor army 
engaged in the defense of Jewish lives and post 
tions in every part of Palestine. This impressive 
force, recruited mainly from among the working 
youth, is merely the front line of Jewish self- 
defense. Behind it stands the entire adult popu 
lation, bearing the double burden of work and 
self-defense. 

The Palestine Defense Fund, inaugurated by 
the Labor Zionist Organizations and a large nun+ 
ber of national and local trade unions has set 
itself the purpose of helping the defense forces 
in this hour of grave need. The fund will be used 
primarily to supply isolated and endangered com- 
munities with trucks, and to maintain additional 
watchmen. 


The Palestine Defense Fund is an answer to the 
urgent needs of the defenders of the Yishuv. The 
Jewish Frontier appeals to its readers to send 
their contributions generously and immediately to 
the Palestine Defense Fund, 275 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City. 





ALY IS unfortunately “in the news” just now, 

so far as its Jews are concerned, and for the 
first time in a century (if one excepts the pre- 
liminary rumblings which have been heard from 
time to time during the past few years) in an 
unfavorable sense. It is desirable therefore that 
Jewish readers should have a clear idea of the 
background and structure of Italian Jewry and 
this—not the nature of the present crisis, which 
can be left to some future occasion—is the inten- 
tion of the present article. 

Not very long ago, the children at a Jewish 
settlement on the East Side of New York pro- 
tested to the Managers against the admission of a 
new member, on the grounds that he had come in 
under false pretences, being not a Jew but an 
“Eyetalian”. Such confusion is not confined to 
children. I have heard American tourists to Italy 
deploring almost with tears in their eyes the fact 
that Italian Jewry had forgotten its Yiddish. 
There is in fact a widespread conception that 
(apart from the vicissitudes of our remote ances- 
tors, two and three thousand years ago) the back- 
groud of Jewish history in the occidental coun- 
tries is the vast and obscure Ghetto of Central and 
Eastern Europe, from which waves of Yiddish- 
speaking emigrants have issued during the course 
of the past few generations to colonize the coun- 
tries of the West. The first thing therefore to 
be accentuated about Italian Jewry—what dis- 
tinguishes it from others—is its remarkable an- 
tiquity. Jews first arrived in Rome at the time of 
the Maccabees, in the second century B. C. E. 
and since that period they have been resident there, 
one may say, continuously. (It is doubtful whether 
the one or two expulsions which the ancient his- 
torians mention were rigorously enforced, and in 
any case they were confined to the first genera- 
tions). Already in the time of Cicero—in the 
first century B. C. E.—the Roman Jews were nu- 
merous enough to constitute a class in the pro- 
letariat of Rome which had to be reckoned with, 
and whose religious scruples were given special 
consideration. In addition, communities existed 
in the early centuries of the Christian era in some 
fifty other Italian centers whose names have come 
down to us. The number of Jews in Rome alone, 
at the time of Herod, seems to have been very 
high—reliable figures indicate a population of 
$0,000. 

These then are the ancestors of the mass of 
Italian Jewry of today. It may be added that it is 
the only element in the entire country which per- 
petuates ethnically the tradition of the Italian 


population of Imperial days. The rest have had 
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their blood diversified to an enormous extent by 
slaves of miscellaneous origin who were poured 
into the capital of the world for centuries, by 
Teutonic invaders in the North and Moslems in 
the South, by a long succession of devout pilgrims, 
not all of whom re-emigrated and not all of whom 
were moral. Only the Italian Jews may lay a 
reasonable claim to represent today , virtually 
unchanged, an ethnic element which had its citi- 
zen rights in the country before the fall of the 
Empire. There are various Italian Jewish fam- 
ilies—the De’ Rossi, the De’ Pomi, the Degli 
Adeloscentoli—who legendarily trace their descent 
to princely families of Jerusalem brought captive 
by Titus. If two thousand years of unbroken 
residence does not constitute a title to citizenship, 
the whole world had better pack its bags. 

It is not suggested that this is the only element 
in Italian Jewry. There are indeed more recent 
immigrants. Jews expelled from France settled 
in Piedmont in the fourteenth century. Refugees 
from Germany descended into Lombardy in the 
fifteenth. Marranos from Spain and Portugal 
set up their communities, particularly in Venice 
and Leghorn, in the sixteenth. But, from that 
period to our own day, there has been no con- 
siderable immigration. Save for the very recent 
and extremely distinctive influx into one or two of 
the great industrial centres of the North, which 
plays as yet no part in Italian life. The Italian 
Jew is therefore as Italian as any other element in 
the population. He speaks Italian; he looks Ital- 
ian; he thinks as an Italian; and, if there is any 
physical or economic differentiation, it is the inevit- 
able and evanescent outcome of the long genera- 
tions of enforced segregation in the Ghetto. 

Another point to be taken into account, which 
makes the present reaction all the more surprising, 
is that generally speaking Italian Jewry nas been 
comparatively well treated, or was at least safe 
from physical maltreatment. There were occa- 
sional isolated attacks on the Jewish quarters, and 
in 1797, at the time of the French Revolutionary 
Wars, a minor wave of pogroms, but Italian Jew- 
ish history is not, like that of other Jewries, writ- 
ten in letters of blood. It is true that, at about the 
period of the expulsion from Spain, the Jews were 
expelled also from those parts of the country 
which were under Spanish rule—notably Sicily, 
Sardinia and the kingdom of Naples: but this was 
an alien’s crime. Incidentally, the Jews never 
resettled in these areas, which had hitherto housed 
some of the most important nuclei. From that 
day to this, there has been no community south of 
Rome, except for one in Naples which has come 
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into existence during the past century only—among 
the most modern of all the communities of the 
country. The Italian Jewish population in recent 
times has therefore been confined to the central 
and northern provinces. In the original Papal 
States, they were allowed to live after the six- 
teenth century in the cities of Rome and Ancona 
only. Elsewhere, they were scattered about in 
almost all the urban centers, some of which were 
barely more than large villages, where even today 
beautiful deserted synagogues may sometimes be 
seen. This was the case until a hundred years 
ago. In the course of the last century, however, 
there has been a constant drift from the small 
urban centers to the larger ones. Thus once- 
famous centers like Sienna, Cento, Asti have been 
almost entirely abandoned, while those like Flor- 
ence, Turin, Bologna have grown. In recent 
years, the process has progressed a stage further, 
Rome and one or two others of the larger cities 
exercising an ever-increasing attraction on the vari- 
ous provincial centers. 


This has been accentuated by another phenom- 
enon. On the one hand, intermarriage has set in 
on a large scale. On the other, the Jews have 
formed to an increasing extent part of the urban 
middleclass, in which natural increase fails to keep 
pace with the death-rate. For a long time, this 
was compensated by the influx from the smaller 
centers to which allusion has been made. Now, 
this reservoir has been exhausted, or nearly so. 
Italian Jewry—numerically stationary for some 
time—is thus faced with an imminent and catas- 
trophic fall in numbers. Statisticians calculate 
that, left to themselves, a large number of the 
communities which now number several hundreds 
would be faced with extinction within a very few 
years. The “problem” of Italian Jewry would 
thus be solved automatically. 


There is only one community to which this does 
not anply (excluding Milan with c. 8,000 Jews 
and Trieste with c. 5,000, great commercial cen- 
ters which during the past few years have attracted 
a considerable number of immigrants from 
abroad). This is Rome, which comprises approxi- 
mately one-quarter of Italian Jewry (the census 
figures of 1931 gave 11,280 Jews out of a total 
of 47,825 in the whole Kingdom), but which a 
centurv ago did not comprise more than one-tenth. 
The difference is due in part to the ever-increasing 
attraction of the capital on the Jewish population 
of other cities, but in part also to the fact that 
Rome is the only Italian Jewish community with a 
sturdy and fecund proletariat. (It may be men- 


tioned that almost all the hawkers who sell post- 
cards and souvenirs in the streets of the Eternal 
City and at the church doors are Jews.) But even 
so the Jews of Rome number approximately only 
one in one hundred of the total population of the 
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city, while the Jews of Italy are only about one- 
tenth of one per cent. 

It may be admitted, without shame or apology, 
that this numerically insignificant element has 
played a disproportionately important part in 
Italian life. None objected, at the time of the 
Risorgimento, when they made disproportionately 
great sacrifices, and took a disproportionately 
large share, in throwing off the foreign bondage 
and achieving Italian unity. None objected, fifty 
years ago, when savants like Ascoli and D’Ancona 
played so important a part in the renaissance of 
Italian culture. None objected, a generation ago, 
to the fact that the Jews provided so large a pro- 
portion of Italian physicians and scientists. On 
the basis of the Italian Who’s Who a statistician 
calculated that the proportion of persons of dis- 
tinction in the Jewish community outnumbered 
those in the general Italian world by fifteen to 
one, holding a clear lead in every field except the 
hereditary nobility and the Church. It was inevit- 
able that, having been excluded from everything 
but commerce during the long nightmare of the 
Ghetto, they tended to play a considerable role 
in this as well, and those who know the character- 
istic Italian Jewish names might recognize them 
on the shop-fronts in all the principal streets. But 
at the same time there was a considerable degree 
of acute economic distress, and the various com- 
munities are hard pressed to provide adequate 
succor to the paupers who looked to them for 
relief. 

At the beginning of the present’ century, the 
economic distribution of Italian Jewry was calcu- 
lated as follows: 

Industry 24.7% 
Liberal Professions 21.6% 
Agriculturists or Tenant Farmers 8.0% 
Commerce 45.7% 

The last figure, however, included the hawkers 
and peddlers, on the border-line of penury, who 
were perhaps a majority. 

One speaks of Italian Jews. But it is less easy 
to decide what that means. A centurv ago it was 
much easier. It meant that body of Italians who 
professed the Jewish religion. But since then 
great changes have taken place. Italy is the classi- 
cal land of Jewish assimilation, as well as of Tew- 
ish emancipation. Intermarriage (as was indi- 
cated above) has increased alarminglv: in some 
places, such as Trieste, more Jews married outside 
their community, and were thus lost.to Tudaism, 
than inside. Even those who are Jewish by birth, 
and who have not formally abandoned Judaism, 
are in very many cases not professing Jews while 
the Tewishness of many of the remainder is a 
diminishing quantity. The magnificent synagogues, 
formerly inadequate for the worshippers who de- 
sired to find a place, are in most cases never filled 
and those who come on the great occasions are 
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generally of the older generation, whose example 
is not likely to be followed by their offspring. 
(There has indeed been a definite revival during 
the past couple of decades, but this has affected 
only a comparative few; the same applies to the 
Zionist enthusiasm which has courageously been 
maintained in a limited circle, notwithstanding 
external rumblings). 

The Italian Jews against whom the new reaction 
is directed are therefore in many cases no more 
than Italians of Jewish parentage, with a dimin- 
ishing Jewish consciousness and an overwhelming 
Italian enthusiasm. They played their part in 
Italian life, in all its phases. They contributed 
soldiers, statesmen, writers, thinkers. They gave 
Italy some of its most famous figures—a minister 
for war like Ottolenghi, who was tutor to the 
Royal family, a Prime Minister like Luzzatti, who 
spiritualized the power of gold, a Foreign Minis- 


JewisH FRONTIER 


ter like Sonnino to whose determination even 
Mussolini paid homage. They played their part, 
and their blood flowed, even in the Fascist Revo- 
lution, before it was fashionable to be a follower 
of Mussolini (1 state it as an historical fact, with- 
out praise or blame). There was no difference 
between them and their neighbors other than this 
religious tradition—unfortunately—as I have said, 
a diminishing one. That there should be a violent 
reaction against them seemed, to those who know 
Italy, inconceivable. In this country of all others, 
where they are so acclimatized, and where they 
were so fully assimilated, such an occurrence 
seemed impossible. But one has the uncomfort- 
able feeling that, rationally considered, it could not 
have happened in Germany, either. It is another 
warning-post for us in the English-speaking lands. 
Democracy is the bulkwark of our freedom; we 
must be prepared. 


THE AMERICAN LABOR PARTY 


WAS asked by the Editor of the Jewish 

Frontier to discuss the American Labor Party. 
{n order that it may be absolutely clear that this 
article represents my own personal views, and not 
those of groups with which I may be associated, | 
shall speak in the first person singular instead of 
the editorial ‘“‘we”’. 


In my early years in the labor movement I 
was opposed to labor parties, and was afraid of 
them. At that time “labor parties” were created 
by Tammany Hall for its own purposes, or by 
capitalist politicians, who later sold the “parties” 
on the auction block. I regarded the party of 
Socialism as the only possible labor party. 


Since the War the need of a labor party has 
become increasingly clear to me. It seemed to 
me that such a party need not necessarily begin 
as a socialist party, though it might in time be- 
come such, but’ it should be as bona fide an organ- 
ization of labor on the political field as the trade 
union is on the industrial field, and should include 
the Socialist movement. When I presented my 
plea to my fellow socialists and trade unionists, 
that only added to my unpopularity. The social- 
ists feared the rivalry of a labor party; the trade 
unionists were “sold” ‘to the time-worn Gompers 
policy of “rewarding friends and punishing ene- 
mies”. I still believe that the socialist party mem- 
bers threw away an unusual opportunity for popu- 
larizing the labor party idea when they rejected 
my plea at the time of the Continental Congress 
movement. The unexpected and overwhelming 
initial success of that movement paralyzed those 


®@ by Joseph Schlossberg 
who were to guide the movement. That was 
love’s labor lost. 

It is my conviction that a labor party must nom- 
inate its own candidates—its own members—for 
public offices, and be completely free of entangle- 
ments with capitalist parties. I am certain that that 
is the only way to build up a working class con- 
sciousness, and a working class power on the 
political field, and confidence on the part of the 
workers in their own working class power. The 
results may not come quickly, but when they do 
come, they will be labor’s own achievements. That 
is of utmost importance. 


Then came the second Roosevelt campaign, in 
1936. It had the solid support of the trade union 
movement, of both. the A. F. of L. and the 
Kho. 

In New York State the American Labor Party 
was organized: originally, to support Roosevelt 
for President; subsequently, also, to support Leh- 
man for Governor. 

I remained outside of the political campaign; 
not because of opposition to Roosevelt, but be- 
cause of opposition to the capitalist party whose 
candidate he was. I was alone, or almost alone, 
in that most exciting national campaign since 1896. 
The American Labor Party polled about a quar- 
ter of a million votes. ’ 

The Socialists who had opposed the labor party 
idea in 1933 and 1934 (Continental Congress 
period) because “we cannot have a labor party 
without labor”, became American Labor Party 
enthusiasts, and rejoiced in the party’s success. 
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Where did the bulk of the American Labor 
Party support come from? It came from the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 
and a number of smaller trade unions of similar 
complexion. The Socialist Party, in its better 
days, had received its votes and other support 
from the members of those organizations. It was 
natural that a labor party should draw its strength 
from those sources. While large numbers voted 
the Labor Party ticket because of Roosevelt, not 
wishing to vote for him under the Democratic 
Party emblem, there can be no doubt that very 
many workers voted for the Labor Party, not 
only for Roosevelt. Perhaps I was right in my 
belief that there was a strong desire among the 
working masses for a labor party. Unfortunately, 
the large masses of workers are usually inarticu- 
late. You may sense their wishes but cannot hear 
them. My “practical” Socialist friends were 
wrong in opposing a labor party before Roosevelt. 

In 1937 the American Labor Party in New 
York City polled nearly a half million votes for 
La Guardia for Mayor. 

The large votes of 1936 and 1937 were due 
to the unusual popularity of the heads of the 
tickets. They were no measure of the party’s real 
strength. But the fact that the party doubled its 
vote in one year is very significant. 

The most important phase of the 1937 cam- 
paign was, in my opinion, the fact that the party 
nominated, for the first time, a number of candi- 
dates from its own membership. Before it did so, 
the American Labor Party was but a very effective 
instrumentality for the “rewarding friends and 
punishing enemies” philosophy. The new course 
—the naming of its own ‘candidates—made a 
radical difference. 

After the 1937 elections a group of members 
of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Amer- 
ica invited me to join the American Labor Party. 
I explained to them my views of what a labor 
party should be, with which views they were al- 
ready familiar. I explained to them further that 
I considered the fact of the Labor Party placing 
its own members in nomination for office as a 
very important step in the direction of making of 
the American Labor Party the independent politi- 
cal party of labor that I have always hoped for. 
I signed the application and became a member. 
The party now has its own members in the City 
Council of New York City and in the State As- 
sembly in Albany. 

In the present campaign, the third in its career, 
the party has again made alliances with the old 
parties and has again nominated a number of its 
own members for various offices. 

An agreement with the Republican Party in 
certain districts has aroused resentment among 
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some of the staunchest supporters of the Labor 
Party. There is also opposition to the endorse 
ment of certain Democratic candidates. Inasmuch 
as I am opposed to all alliances with capitalist 
parties it makes no material difference to me 
whether the arrangement that I object to is with 
the Democratic Party or with the Republican 
Party. Both parties are enemies of labor. Demo- 
crats and Republicans voted against the Child 
Labor Amendment in the New York Legislature. 
Republicans and Democrats fought the wage and 
hour bill in the Federal Congress. The reaction- 
ary votes at the State Constitutional Convention 
in Albany came from the Democrats and the 
Republicans. The Democratic Governor of In 
diana, who fought strikers in that State with 
martial law, is not different from his Republican 
colleague, who may be doing the same thing. 
Those who accept alliances with capitalist parties 
and candidates can have no real grievance. Alli- 
ances are a matter of expediency. Principle is an 
absolute guide: there is a clear and sharp line, 
beyond which one cannot go, without placing him- 
self outside of the movement. Expediency is a 
relative guide. There is no sharply drawn line. 
One may go as far as he thinks it is expedient 
to do so. 

As a Socialist I should like to be in the socialist 
political movement. Despite all that has hap- 
pened since the War, my faith in Socialism has 
remained unshaken. Space would not permit a 
discussion of the American Socialist situation. I 
can only state the fact that I have been unafhliated 
since 1917, when I was expelled from the S. L. P. 
The very small and much divided Socialist move- 
ment is at present without influence in the world 
of labor. ‘ 

One cannot have his own private labor move- 
ment. The movement is as it is, industrially and 
politically. I was not interested in the American 
Labor Party so long as it confined itself to en 
dorsing old party candidates. When the change 
of policy came in 1937; when the party began 
to place its own candidates in the field, it created 
a platform, from which, I believe, it is possible 
to carry to the workers the message of independ- 
ent political action by labor. 

Though still very young, the American Labor 
Party has definitely become a part of the political 
scene in New York State. As it continues to 
grow, one of two things, or both, is very likely to 
happen: 1. The old parties, which now enter into 
alliances with the Labor Party, because of immed 
ate advantages to themselves, will end those alli- 
ances in order not to help the Labor Party become 
stronger. 2. As the Labor Party continues to gain 
confidence in its ability to stand on its own feet, 
a time will come, when it will itself refuse further 
election alliances. There is reason to believe that 
this latter will happen before very tong. 
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At present, labor parties are still State parties. 
The labor parties of Minnesota and New York 
are not only different in type, but completely de- 
tached from one another. I cannot close these 
lines without an expression of my sincere hope 
that this country may see a national labor party 
in the near future. 

There being evidence of the desire for a labor 
party in various parts of the country, we may as- 
sume that the possibility of a national labor party 
is no fantastic dream. In the Detroit municipal 
elections of last year a labor ticket, which was 
practically an automobile workers’ (CIO) ticket, 





TURKEY — A NEW WORLD POWER 


NDER THE cover of the spectacular 

Czecho-German mediation show, Great Bri- 
tain has just turned a neat trick on the Rome- 
Berlin Axis. The world was too busy watching 
Central Europe to see what was happening in the 
South-East corner where this game was being 
played. 

To appreciate the full significance of London’s 
new trade pact with Turkey, one must go back 
to the beginning of the World War, when Lloyd 
George called Turkey the “bloodiest tyranny in 
all history” and asked that she be driven “out of 
the company of decent nations” and denied the 
privilege of “equality with law abiding peoples”. 
The peace treaties reduced Turkey to a mere half 
of her former size. She lost control over Egypt, 
the Sudan, the Island of Cyprus, Tripoli, Mor- 
occo and Tunis, Arabia, Mesopotamia and Syria, 
the Dodecanese Islands and the Island of 
Rhodes. Yet, for all that she is a greater force 
in international affairs today than was the great 
Ottoman Empire of the Turkish Sultans a quarter 
century ago. Old Turkey was a loose conglomera- 
tion of unrelated states held together by a rap- 
acious dynasty. Today as the connecting link be- 
tween the Orient and the European world, her 
friendship is an asset to any country that can 
claim it. 

Kemal Ataturk has been cautious in his rela- 
tions with the rest of the world. He refused 
financial assistance from the great powers even 
when it meant slowing down cherished national 
reforms. In many réspects his rule resembled 
that of the Soviet government. He realized that 
to turn Turkey from a shiftless oligarchy into an 
efficient modern state he must have peace, and 
this desire for peace has set the tune of his entire 
forign policy. To keep Turkey at peace he cul- 
tivated friendly relations even with Greece who, 
with fess skillful handling, might have become 
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polled a remarkably large vote, though the A. F. 
of L. supported the rival and winning ticket. In 
steel communities in Pennsylvania, where the 
workers are well organized (under the CIO), 
they elected their own men to public offices. They 
were elected through the local Democratic Party 
because there was no labor party. The steel 


workers would vote for a labor party with greater 
enthusiasm. A number of them told me so when 
I visited those communities early this year. There 
is, at present, a growing urge among the workers 
for a labor party. Education and enlightenment 
will convert it into a conscious and fighting will. 


® by Ludwig Lore 


Turkey's historic enemy. Instead she has almost 
forgotten wars she fought against Turkish domin- 
ation during the 19th century, and that she was 
beaten by Kemal Ataturk as late as 1923. At 
that time her Premier Venizelos led a Greek army 
into Anatolia encouraged by the peace makers who 
had assigned the city of Smyrna to their Greek 
ally and wished to forestall Italian imperialist 
adventures there. 


That Turkey owes her present position to the 
intelligent rule of Kemal Ataturk is generally rec- 
ognized. This benevolent dictator became the 
President of the new Turkish Republic in 1924 
after the overthrow of the old Ottoman govern- 
ment by the Nationalist Party of which he was 
the outstanding leader. He had played an*active 
part in the Young Turks movement in 1908 
which rid the country of Abdul Hamid, one of the 
bloodiest tyrants of modern times. He was so 
popular among both associates and superiors in 
the army that he was called Mustapha Kemal, the 
perfect one. The name Kemal Ataturk, meaning 
Kemal, the Father of Turkey, is a recent acquisi- 
tion. 


When the World War broke out, he was a 
young man of twenty-nine with a fine army record 
and the promise of a brilliant military career. He 
had opposed Turkey’s alliance with the Central 
Powers from the start and made no secret of his 
opinion that the Sultan had sacrificed his people 
for his own personal security. In spite of his 
opposition sentiments, Mustapha Kemal did his 
work as Commander of Dardanelles defense so 
well that he was advanced into the higher ranks. 
By 1917 he was commander of an army corps 
specially organized by the German General von 
Falkenhayn to recapture Bagdad, the same von 
Falkenhayn who figured so prominently in the 
news from China a few weeks ago. 














— = et CS 


—_——_ — 


—= me Cc -™® 65 £85 


SEPTEMBER, 1938 


When Turkey finally capitulated and made her 
peace with the Allies in October, 1918, Mustapha 
Kemal was so incensed over the terms imposed on 
his fatherland that he retired from his high office 
in protest against what he called the Sultan’s spine- 
less submissiveness to a dishonorable peace. Still 
he was drafted into service again a few months 
later and sent to North.East Anatolia with an 
army detachment to quell a national uprising 
against the government’s failure to check the 
Greek invaders. Instead of carrying out his mis- 
sion, Mustapha Kemal supported the Albanian 
rebellion and with the help of the Nationalists 
built up a strong political machine. 


When the Sultan realized what was going on it 
was too late. He ordered Kemal to return to the 
capital but he had resigned from the army and 
was devoting himself wholly to the organization 
of his rebel movement. He called a congress in 
July and another in September in which the policies 
of the Nationalist Party were formulated in a 
statement of principles that was adopted in Jan- 
uary of the following year by the Parliament in 
Constantinople. 


But the Allies had no intention of allowing 
Turkey to take the course laid down by the pact, 
especially that part which demanded self-determin- 
ation for Turkish minorities, the end of the Otto- 
man government and the opening of the Dardan- 
elles to the commerce and traffic. A British army 
was marched into Constantinople, proclaimed 
martial law and deported forty nationalist depu- 
ties. Those who escaped arrest fled to the city of 
Angora in Anatolia and set up a rump Parlia- 
ment there which elected Mustapha Kemal Presi- 
dent and gave him undisputed authority over the 
national army. 


In the military operations that followed the 
new dictator was aided by the Soviet Union. There 
were passages of arms with the Greeks who still 
enjoyed British support but the French who 
wanted peace concluded a separate agreement with 
the Kemalists. Peace was not established, how- 
ever, until October 1924, at the Lausanne Con- 
ference which returned to Turkey a substantial 
portion of her Anatolian territory and ordered the 
demilitarization of the Straits, with equal provi- 
sions for war-times. 


The period that followed is a black page in 
Mustapha Kemal’s history. In the first flush of 
their newly restored sovereignty, the Turkish Na- 
tionalists put forward the slogan—Turkey for the 
Turks! Under pressure the Lausanne Confer- 
ence had agreed to a wholesale exchange of 
Greeks living in Turkey for Turkish nationals 
in Greece. The exchange was effected under con- 
ditions of unspeakable cruelty and mismanage- 
ment. At home Kemal’s dictatorial rule aroused 
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a great deal of violent opposition and the gallows 
became an important part of government adminis- 
tration. The radical labor movement was brutally 
suppressed. 


Yet Mustapha Kemal’s rule was never seriously 
threatened. He advanced one step at a time 
toward his aim—a modified sort of state capital- 
ism. The Turkish people, having never known 
independence, did not rebel in any great numbers 
against the new dictatorship. In 1922 a hand- 
picked Parliament expelled the Ottoman dynasty 
and decreed the separation of Church and State. 
Following out his general policy of nationalizing 
the Turkish language, Constantinople became | 
Istanboul and Angora, the new capital, changed 
its name to Ankara. Mustapha Kemal became the 
ruler of all Turkey. He has been unanimously 
re-elected to office at intervals of four years ever 
since. He has put into effect a program of social 
and political reform which ranged from the mod- 
ernization of the Turkish language, the liberation 
of Turkish women, a nation-wide campaign against 
illiteracy, the abolition of polygamy to the mod- 
ernization of inheritance, marriage and divorce 
laws. In 1933 he set to work on a large scale 
program of industrial modernization as the first 
step in the direction of a planned society controlled 
by the state. It included a Five Year Plan for the 
building of factories, a contract for the construc- 
tion of 420 miles of railroad, for hydro-electric 
developments and for the exploitation of mines. 


During the last five years Turkey has been figur- 
ing more and more prominently in the world’s 
news. She used the sanctions crisis during the 
Ethiopian war to re-establish her control over the 
Dardanelles, but instead of using the fascist 
method of force he laid the question before the 
League and put his claim on a strictly legal basis. 
The Montreux Conference called by the League 
in June 1936, acknowledged Turkey’s right to 
fortify the Dardanelles, thereby making it 
sovereign in fact if not in name, over the region 
the Ottoman Empire had dominated before the 
World War. 


The immediate effect of her new status was a 
reorientation of her foreign relations. Intimacy 
with Moscow had cooled markedly by this time. 
Rumor was more than willing to accept the tale 
that Karakhan, the recalled Soviet ambassador to 
Turkey, was executed in February 1936, not for 
Trotskvist leanings but for his failure to maintain 
Russo-Turkish relations at their former satisfac- 
tory level. Moscow’s ally, France, also came in 
for her share of trouble. Paris whom the post- 
war treaties had made the guardian of the state 
of Syria, had signed a treaty of alliance and friend- 
ship with that country in which she relinquished 
her mandate and recognized an independent gov- 
ernment in Damascus. Kemal Ataturk protested 





14 


against this treaty, which, he said, made Alex- 
andretta, a Syrian border province with a large 
number of Turkish inhabitants, subject to the rule 
of Damascus politicians. He claimed that Alex- 
andretta was 80% Turkish, the French conceded 
28% at the most. The question was finally laid 
before the League for a decision and settled by a 
compromise which gave the Sanjak of Alexand- 
retta home rule in internal affairs. 


This furious altercation with France was a 
signal for the Rome-Berlin Axis to get to work. 
Germany had been Turkey’s chief customer for 
some time. Her merchants bought practically 
everything she produced and sold it in the Europ- 
ean market. She paid for her purchases, under a 
clearing arrangement between the two govern- 
ments, with manufactured goods and after Hitler 
with almost valueless blocked marks. 


After the National Socialists came to power, 
Germany’s representatives in Turkey became so 
aggressive that a strong resentment made itself 
felt in all parts of the country, and particularly in 
government circles. “You talk about German 
colonies,” a Turkish diplomat told Dr. Hialmar 
Schacht. ‘‘What have we been but a German 
colony that pays for its own army and its own 
administration?” Ankara’s quarrel with Paris 
seemed to Berlin to offer a chance to restore rela- 
tions to their former basis of mutual trust, and 
for a time there was a lively to and fro of Italian 
and German and Turkish diplomats. 


Meanwhile London was not asleep at the post. 
She saw that Turkey might be used to counteract 
Italy’s pan-Islamite movement in Africa and Asia 
Minor and cultivate friendly relations. She in- 
vited her to use her harbor in Malta as a base 
for her Mediterranean fleet. When she built her 
new harbor fortifications in Palestine, she took 
advantage of the occasion to send a new token 
of amity. 


Kemal Ataturk was not blind to the advantages 
of the situation, England was prepared to advance 
huge credits to promote Turkish industrialization 
—$30,000,000 for the arms and $50,000,000 
for other products. Ankara would repay in cot- 
ton and raw materials for which an Anglo-Turkish 
Commodities Corporation would find a market in 
England’s colonies and dominions. Thanks to 
London’s intervention, the trouble with France 
which had still shown sporadic signs of blowing up 
into new controversies, was smoothed over by the 
negotiation of a Franco-Turkish amity pact. 


It is no accident that Kemal Ataturk turned to 
the Anglo-French front just when London step- 
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ped up her armament program and the old Franco- 
British Entente showed signs of new life. What 
happened is that Turkey with a few smaller states 
in South-East Europe felt, for the first time in 
years, that they could put their trust in an alliance 
which before seemed to have lost all meaning. 


As yet there is no acknowledged alliance be- 
tween Turkey and the English government, but 
if a word is as good as a bond the Turkish Prime 
Minister’s declaration that “We will never be 
found on the side of Great Britain’s enemies” is 
assurance enough. Judging from the caustic com- 
ments with which the German and Italian press 
received the news, that impression seems to pre- 
vail in the Rome-Berlin Axis also. We may con- 
sider Turkey safely on the side of the great 
democracies, which, in spite of her dictatorial 
government, is where she rightly belongs. For 
Ataturk is not a dictator in the fascist sense, just 
as Turkish nationalism differs fundamentally from 
the nationalism of the fascist states. He has not 
broken with the fascist Powers. Ataturk plays 
his cards too skillfully for that. He was one of 
the first to recognize the Italian Empire after 
Italy’s conauest of Ethiopia; he had the German 
Krupps build his Dardanelle fortifications: he or- 
dered his private yacht from Blohm & Voss in 
Hamburg and he did not object when Berlin sug- 
gested von Papen as ambassador to Ankara. That 
Berlin changed its mind at the last moment was 
not the fault of Kemal Ataturk. 


The truth is that Turkey, like Poland, is trying 
to keep to the middle of the road in international 
affairs. She will remain on friendly terms with 
Germany, she will show Moscow just the right 
degree of cordiality, and—just in case—she has 
taken out a life insurance policy with Great Britain 
and France. To be sure, he is a wise statesman 
who can count on absolute security in times like 
these. If Benito Mussolini continues to dabble 
in pan-Arabian politics to the extent of calling him- 
self Protector of all Mohammedans, there may be 
an explosion in the Aegean after all, for Kemal 
Ataturk may not call himself Caliph, but he still 
sees himself as the accepted leader of the world’s 
220,000,000 Mohammedans. 


Of this we may be certain—Turkey, under 
Kemal Ataturk, will never again be a pawn in 
the hands of power-mad war lords. She will re- 
main neutral as long as neutrality is possible, but 
if she must take sides, will line up on the side of 
the great democracies against the fascist Powers. 
That is one of the most significant developments 
of the last four weeks. Turkey has made her 
choice, the other small countries of South-Eastern 
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Europe may follow now that Bulgaria, until re- 
cently strongly pro-German, has joined Turkey, 
Greece, Rumania and Jugoslavia in the Balkan 
Entente. 

The rest is up to Great Britain and France. If 
they come to a full understanding with Rome 
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and Berlin on economic questions Fascism may 
still entrench itself in the Balkan states. One can 


only hope that the experiences of the last five 
years have not been in vain, and that world democ- 
racy has learned at last that it is dangerous to 
bargain in matters of principle. 


WITH SPADE AND GUN 


UT OF some far-off primer the Pilgrim 

fathers marching to church in broad-brimmed 
hats with guns slung over their shoulders, have 
stubbornly refused to leave my mind all this dread- 
ful summer in Palestine. And they have even 
more unaccountably become confused with a group 
I know particularly well, the bright-eyed, rosy- 
cheeked fourteen and fifteen year olds of the Jun- 
ior Hadassah Children’s Village who go to work 
on their vegetable farm day in and day out and 
under the protection of six armed watchmen, their 
life a juvenile replica of the pattern of existence 
in two hundred agricultural villages throughout 
the country. Not to sleep at night, not to know 
what horror may come tomorrow and yet to work 
on stubbornly with a sort of fatalism that has be- 
come the rule of life in progressively larger and 
larger sections of the Palestinian Jewish commu- 
nity. My friend who is director of an agricul- 
tural school put it simply enough: “All I want in 
the world now is a few nights of sleep, but I spend 
the rare free minutes I have writing detailed 
memoranda on the state of every branch of farm- 
ing at the school. I want to’be sure that if I die 
the people who succeed me will be able to go 
straight on from where I left off.” 


Terror is by now an old story in Palestine. What 
is it, besides the great number of victims, that dis- 
tinguishes this phase from the preceding two 
years? Not the tragic youthfulness of most of 
those killed, nor their courage, nor their strangely 
varied origin: a twenty-two year old youth from 
Morocco, a twenty-six year old one from Poland 
and a thirty year old one from Lithuania are killed 
digging for water in the wilderness of Judaea, 
“doing work that would bring salvation to our 
neighbors, too,” says the usually prosaic Mayor 
of Petach Tikvah at their funeral; a Hungarian 
born watchman, famous among the neighboring 
Arabs for his black coffee and his hospitable atti- 
tude, is killed by an Arab friend whom he had 
just promised some quinine to cure a touch of 
malaria: an English Jew of a family settled in 
Great Britain for several generations is stoned to 
death in his own car on the way from his newly 
established plate glass factory—a pioneer venture 
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for the entire Near East; one of the first gener- 
ation of Jewish watchmen, Alexander Seid, Siber- 
ian born, thirty-four years in the country, loved by 
countless Arab friends, is ambushed near the 
mountain hut where he lived for the last thirteen 
years with his family and’ his flock of sheep, 
guarding the forests of the Jewish National Fund. 
Dreadful as these cases are, they are not alto- 
gether without parallel in the history of the last 
two years. Other things, are, however. For in- 
stance, the well-planned attacks by bands number- 
ine hundreds on isolated Jewish villages with a 
few score inhabitants. The most notable ex- 
amples, Givat Ada and Kiriat Haroshet, both in 
mountainous . territory, managed to beat off the 
invaders at the cost of a few lives in each case, 
only because the Jewish self-defence system is so 
well-organized that neighboring watchmen and 
constables, summoned from miles around by sig- 
nals flashed with projectors, came to their aid in 
a very short time. Then there is that very sig- 
nificant new element in the situation, the conver- 
sion of the comparatively peaceful citv of Haifa 
into a scene of terrific mob violence following the 
explosion of very powerful bombs in the Arab 
market on two different occasions. Jews have 
been stoned to death, their property burned, their 
auto-buses bombed, and they have been consist- 
ently accused of aggression by carefully planted 
Arab witnesses. A bottle of tea carried by a Jew 
on his way to work in the morning was rumored 
to be a bomb and the Jew was beaten to death 
thirty yards from the Central Police Station; a 
shot was heard near a flour mill and two Arabs 
testified to having seen one of the Jewish mill- 
workers fire it—he was saved from a military trial 
by the fact that a British policeman explained that 
it was his gun which had gone off accidentally. 
The absolute innocence of the Jews accused in 
small incidents of this sort has strengthened the 
theory that the bombs themselves might possibly 
have been a particularly Satanic provocatory act of 
the Arab terrorists who, never too scrupulous 
about killing their fellow-Arabs, have much to 
gain from involving the man in the street actively 
in the anti-Jewish struggle. However that may 
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be, it is a tragic fact that fuel has been added to 
the flame of the terrorist propaganda both in 
Palestine and in Transjordan and other Arab 
countries by isolated acts of vengeance on the part 
of Jews since the execution of Ben-Joseph. 


The organized Jewish community has not 
swerved for a moment from its allegiance to the 
principle of self-restraint, but the tension of the 
last few months has made it necessary to reassert 
the great moral and political importance of that 
stand. Debate rages both in public and in private. 
A ten year old youngster in an elementary school 
class asked indignantly, ‘““Haven’t we kept on say- 
ing that it’s wrong for Arabs in Ramleh or Tul- 
Karm to shoot at a Jewish bus that passes through 
their town? Doesn’t that work the other way, 
too?’ And Moshe Smilansky, the dean of Pal- 
estine orange growers, who knows the Arabs inti- 
mately and has been consistently independent in 
all his opinions, analyzed the practical side of the 
issue at length: “The notion that Jewish vengeance 
will frighten the other side is ridiculous—the ter- 
rorists are either mercenaries or desperados and 
will not be moved if somewhere an Arab woman 
or old man or peddler is murdered. On the con- 
trary, they want us to incite the ordinary Arab 
population against ourselves. We shall merely 
furnish telling political arguments to their leaders 
and to those English officials who are only too 
glad to be able to point out that we are on exactly 
the same level as the Arabs (they will, of course, 
completely disregard the fact that the ratio be- 
tween our acts of violence and theirs is 1 to 100). 
The most hot-headed youth can find plenty of 
opportunities for real heroism by going to some 
small place like Givat Ada, watching at night and 
working by day. That is much more heroic 
than ambushing a bus from behind a city 
wall . .. Our weapons must be used to defend our 
constructive work and for no other purpose.” The 
recent conference of the Histadruth and the 
Mayor of Tel-Aviv, condemning the shooting at 
an Arab bus in the city, almost echo Smilansky’s 
concluding sentiment, but the last word on the 
subject of defence and self-restraint versus the 
pseudo-heroics of attack is an anonymous one. 
One of the Jewish special constables assigned not 
to a definite spot but to a sort of itinerant brigade 
that inspects an entire section, writes to “Davar”’, 
the Labor newspaper: “We, whose duty it is to 
go out nightly to find the enemy and meet him face 
to face, we, who are.the first to come to aid in 
case of attack, who precede the worker in danger- 
ous places believe in attacking the enemy and wip- 
ing him out at his base but not in attacking the 
innocent and defenceless as he does. That is 
simply murder! And against the mental con- 
fusion, the moral degradation and the political 
stupidity that advocate such murder, we protest !”’ 
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The vitality inherent in this anonymous letter is 
thoroughly characteristic of the Jewish reaction to 
the situation. The last few weeks have seen the 
organization by the National Council of the 
“Kofer ha-Yishuv” (‘‘Ransom of the Commu- 
nity”) campaign to collect money for the purposes 
of self-defence (a quarter of a million dollars is 
expected from the over-taxed, harassed commv- 
nity of less than 450,000 persons), and to enlist 
men from the cities and larger colonies and send 
them to the weakest points. The response has 
been excellent—bank clerks, shop assistants and 
teachers are spending their summer vacations in 
the trenches of remote settlements. In the first 
four days in Tel-Aviv alone almost 1,200 persons 
volunteered. But strengthened defence of the exist- 
ing settlements is not the whole story. New 
settlements are being established at the moment 
of the most intense terror. One of them, Tel-Yitz- 
chak, the first agricultural colony of one of the 
General Zionist youth groups, and the other a 
spot whose whole history is symbolic of the pre- 
sent crisis in Palestine, “‘Maaleh ha-Hamisha” or 
the “Ascent of the Five,” in the stony hills of Je- 
rusalem where eight months ago five members of 
the kvutza were ambushed in the early morning 
and shot to death. To cultivate Palestinian moun- 
tains is no easy task, and it was only the murder of 
the five that made their kvutza decide to make its 
permanent home in the hills. Just a week after 
the invasion of Givat Ada, in the dark dawn with 
sentries stationed on the mountain all about and 
with workers from Jerusalem helping, a barbed 
wire fence was made, projectors set up, the first 
wooden hut built—but no work was begun until 
after the grave of the five had been visited and a 
pledge made to them: “Today we go up on 
the land you sanctified with your blood. Your 
death made us see that this is the only way for us. 
At this turning point in our lives, dear comrades, 
we turn to you and promise to watch in all purity 
of heart over the Ascent of the Five...” 
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IN FASCIST RUMANIA 


geese IS a broad land inhabited by 18 


million people. Its provinces differ widely 
in their economic, political and cultural past. Bes- 
sarabia, which was acquired from Russia, differs 
from the lands that were obtained from Austria 
and Hungary; the original territories of Rumania 
are a separate subject for study. The various 
provinces that comprise the Rumanian state have 
not yet fused into a unit. National minorities 
constitute 35% of the population in the country 
and in the cities they reach a high of 45%. The 
Rumanian population is the most backward in its 
development and is noted for its conservatism. 


The one million Jews that live in Rumania consti- 
tute 6% of the total population but in the cities their 
percentage is much greater. Before the war they 
were 65% of the population of Kishinev; the non- 
Jewish minority was comprised of Russians, 
Ukranians and Moldavians. At that time we 
hoped that under a democratic regime the Jews 
would assume the leadership in the government of 
cities like Kishinev. As late as 1925 they still 
comprised 60% of the population; today only 
50%. The same holds true for Jassy. In 1925 
Jews accounted for 60% of the population and to- 
day only for 48%. In Czernowitz they were 47% 
in 1925 and 38% today. This process of relative 
diminution in the cities is characteristic of all the 
countries of eastern Europe including the Soviet 
Union. The cause underlying this process is also 
the same in all these countries—the urbanization 
of the majority nationalities and their adoption 
of western European culture. The tragedy of 
eastern European Jewry consists in this transition 
to urban trades because it involves the displace- 
ment of the minority which developed these coun- 
tries and fostered their trade and industry. 

But it is not an easy task to displace the Jews 
from trade in a city like Kishinev where 80% of 
the commerce is handled by them. The same 
holds true for Jassy, Czernowitz and scores of 
other cities and towns. It is a difficult task to 
displace the Jews from the textile industry two- 
thirds of which is in their hands. This industry 
is relatively new in Rumania and the non-Jews, 
particularly the Rumanians, are not yet acquainted 
with its operation. In a land of forests, such as 
Rumania is, where the export of lumber occupies 
an important part in the economy of the country 
it is dangerous to replace the Jewish lumber 
merchants by others before the latter have mas- 
tered the trade and have made contacts with for- 
eign markets. A similar situation prevails in many 


* This is the fourth and last of a series of articles on the situation of 
the Jews in the eastern and central European countries, 


® by Jacob Lestshinsky 


other Rumanian industries. The main cause for 
the downfall of the Goga government was that 
it attempted to introduce in a backward country— 
where most of the inhabitants cannot read nor 
write, have no capital and lack connections with 
foreign markets—a type of fascism which can 
exist only in countries with a well developed in- 
dustry and commerce and with a high cultural 
level. But we should not deceive ourselves into 
believing that since 100% fascism failed in Ru- 
mania, partial fascism is also bound to fail. The 
masses of Rumanians have turned to the cities and 
are eager to engage in all urban callings. This 
movement toward urbanization largely explains 
the growth of social anti-Semitism which is always 
more dangerous than governmental anti-Semitic 
measures. 


The situation in Rumania during recent years 
proves that anti-Semitism may develop not only 
as a result of economic crises but also as a by- 
product of positive economic changes. During 
recent years Rumania has enjoyed a measure of 
prosperity unusual in these days. Its wheat crops 
have increased by 30% since 1930. Prices of 
wheat have also been higher during the past four 
years than they have been previously. The export 
of wheat accounts for one-third of the total Ru- 


manian exports and in 1937 it amounted to 30 
billion Lei. 


The textile industry which was largely devel- 
oped by Jews from Poland has made such rapid 
strides forward that today it can supply almost 
the entire demand of the domestic market in 
Rumania. In 1927 there were only 5,300 looms 
but by 1938 the number has increased to 20,000 
looms. Textile imports have dropped to one- 
tenth. Textile production rose from 6 billion Lei 
in 1932 to 10 billion in 1937. It is also note- 
worthy that in most of the textile plants a great 
number of Jews were employed and the office 
staffs were entirely Jewish. 


But despite the development of industry which 
absorbed scores of thousands of workers, despite 
the phenomenal growth of trade and of the gov- 
ernment apparatus which employs Rumanians 
only, social anti-Semitism and the process of dis- 
placement of Jews has been increasing steadily. 
How is this to be explained? It is very simple. 
The initiative of the Jews in developing trade and 
industry has not impoverished the villagers. On 
the contrary, it has increased their economic wel- 
fare and it has aroused in them a striving for a 
still higher standard of living. Thus we find that 
in prewar Czernowitz there were 173 doctors 114 
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of whom were Jews and 194 Jewish lawyers out 
of 228. Today the situation is different. The 
position of the Jewish doctors and lawyers are now 
occupied by Rumanians and Ukranians who had 
left the villages. Before the war Jews accounted 
for 30% of the lower officials and 15% of the 
higher ones. Today there are no Jewish govern- 
ment officials. The younger Rumanians, the sons 
of the officials that displaced the Jews, are turning 
to trade and industry. Since the economic devel- 
opment of the country does not keep pace with 
the increase in population, the competition for 
employment and sources of income becomes in- 
creasingly keener. During the past twenty years 
the population of Rumania has increased by four 
million. With no outlet in the way of mass emi- 
gration, the villagers are streaming into the cities. 
There they find the Jews employed in offices and 
shops and as owners of stores. The Rumanians 
announce frankly that they intend to seize these 
sources of employment and income, and in our 
times might makes right. This is the true meaning 
of the regulation which requires all employers to 
employ at least 80% “pure” Rumanians in their 
plants. If the Rumanians have not yet developed 
sufficiently—like the Germans—to be able to dis- 
place the Jews from trade and industry, they can 
at least seize the jobs of the Jewish workers 
and officials. Meanwhile they are satisfied with 
80%—until they will acquire the necessary train- 


ing to displace all the Jews. The method of per- 
centages which has been introduced in Hungary 
and Rumania clearly illustrates the nature of fa- 
scism: it does not affect the rich Jewish merchant 
and industrialist as long as these are needed to 


operate their enterprises. But it crushes the de- 
fenseless Jewish proletariat. It is true that the 
Goga government, which followed a 100% anti- 
Semitic policy, caused complete anarchy in Ru- 
manian economic and financial life and it was soon 
defeated. But the followers of Goga are more 
cautious and therefore more dangerous. Their 
strangulation of Jewish economic life is more 
gradual but it is sure to bring ruin. It is true that 
the plan of Goga to deprive half a million Jews of 
their citizenship has been discarded but several 
tens of thousands will be deprived of their rights. 
The revision of citizenship still proceeds and_50-60 
thousand Jews are in danger of expulsion from the 
country for the sole sin of being born Jews. 

New labor laws are also gradually but ener- 
getically enforced. As a result of these laws un- 
employment among Jéws has greatly increased. 
To our great shame we must admit that there are 
Jews who hasten to displace their Jewish em- 
ployees by Rumanians in order to win the favor 
of the authorities and to save their enterprises 
and their profits. The authorities have the right 
to issue licenses to engage in export and import 
trade, to start new enterprises or to liquidate 
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existing ones. The Jewish citizen of a fascist 
country is thus dependent on the good graces of 
the rulers and if he would gain their favor he must 
discharge his Jewish help and replace it with 
Rumanian. Small scale fascism such as exists in 
Hungary and Rumania is thus directed primarily 
against the Jewish proletariat and the impover- 
ished middle class. 

The “numerus clausus” has long been in effect 
in the Rumanian universities. During recent 
months the lawyers’ federations have been busy 
expelling their Jewish members. When we re- 
member with what enthusiasm Jewish lawyers 
were expelled from the courts after the first de- 
crees of the Goga government, we may feel certain 
that this latest aim will be “successfully” attained. 
Jewish doctors are not allowed in state and munic- 
ipal institutions and aré on the verge of starvation. 
Only a few specialists still retain their positions. 

Forty to forty-five per cent of the Jews in 
Bessarabia have been forced to depend on relief 
as a result of these measures. The mortality rate 
among the Jews has risen appallingly while the 
birth rate has dropped. Thirty-five per cent of 
the Jews in Bukowina are dependent on relief. 
The poverty of the others is great and it affects 
segments of the population that hitherto sup- 
ported the Jewish charitable institutions. 


Some time ago I had an opportunity to speak 
with a group of young Rumanian Jews. To my 
query regarding their condition they replied with 
a sigh and a pessimistic shake of the hand. The 
meaning of this sigh was: Where could we escape 
to? Where can one get work? This is the un- 
spoken question which torments 200,000 young 
Jews in Rumania. 
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“QHEL”—Palestine Labor Theatre 


© by Moshe Halevy, Founder and Director 


HE PALESTINE labor theatre “Ohel’’ was 

founded in Tel Aviv in 1925. Thirty-six 
young artists from all the corners of the land 
gathered to create the “Ohel” theatre and after 
tireless effort under the direction of the founder 
and of renowned instructors they appeared before 
the public for the first time. Talent was not the 
only prerequisite in selecting the members of 
“Ohel,” although due consideration was accorded 
to ability. Of no lesser significance than the 
talent of the candidate was his or her devotion to 
the ideal of creating the labor theatre in Pales- 
tine. I sought for people who were cultured, in- 
telligent and sensitive. As a result of this selec- 
tion, there was exhibited unlimited diligence and 
devotion during the first years of the existence of 
“Ohel.”” The actors worked and studied day and 
night. Dramatic theory, Hebrew diction, music, 
body and voice culture, history of art, these and 
other subjects occupied their time during the pre- 
paratory period. The situation was further com- 
plicated in that “Ohel” could not at first support 
its members and they were forced to engage a 
half or the entire day in arduous physical labor. 
The afternoons and evenings they devoted to 
their art. The problem of combining physical 


Famine in old Judaea. 


with artistic work was a matter of principle. 
There were those who argued that this was the 
only way for a labor theatre. These believed 
that as soon as an artist gives up leading the life 
of a laborer there arises the danger that he would 
cease to understand and to experience the milieu 
of the worker and he would no longer be able to 
translate it in terms of art. But reality proved 
this point of view to be erroneous. The work of 
an artist is no easier than manual labor and it re- 
quires the entire physical and spiritual efforts of 
the artist. In the course of time the “Ohel” 
theatre therefore concentrated on artistic work 
exclusively. 

More than once there arose the problem of the 
form of life to be led by the members of ‘‘Ohel.” 
We sought to organize the life of the artists on 
a collective basis. One of the first steps was the 
establishment of a cooperative kitchen on the 
model of those in the communes. This somewhat 
ameliorated the bitter struggle for existence. But 
even after the members of “Ohel” gave up out- 
side employment they continued for years to per- 
form all the physical work directly connected with 
the theatre such as stage setting, preparing the 
costumes, lighting and other technical tasks. 


(Scene from Jeremiah.) 
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Jeremiah consoles the exiles. (Scene from Jeremiah.) 


But the most important problems that con- 
fronted “Ohel” were of an ideological and artis- 
tic nature. From the day of its founding “Ohel”’ 
defined its ideologic way as national and socialist. 
It aimed to present a series of plays of social sig- 
nificance, original Hebraic plays based on the 
Bible and on Jewish history as well as dramas in- 
terpreting the new creative processes taking place 
in modern Palestine. 

It is difficult to make simple and mechanical dis- 
tinctions between these types of plays. For, as a 
matter of fact, the rebel spirit of modern Pales- 
tine was felt in the social dramas staged by 
“Ohel” and even in the historical and Biblical 
dramas there was a definite social trend. But 
the central aim of the latter was nevertheless 
national—to revive chapters of the history of the 
Jews from the time when they lived on their own 
land and also from their wanderings in exile 
through many lands. The tendency of the histor- 
ical and Biblical productions of “Ohel’”’) (every 
artistic creation is tendencious) was to arouse in 
the Jewish spectator a longing for the normal, 
stable life on one’s own land which once charac- 
terized our people. The beauty of ancient Heb- 
rew life, the spiritual pathos of the Biblical heroes 
arouse within the Jewish spectator a feeling of 
national pride and of regret that this life had 
ceased to be. This reaction is particularly natural 
now that the Jewish spectator has himself exper- 
ienced the lash of hatred and persecution. Bib- 
lical and historical dramas also encourage the 
spectator and inspire him with hope, they arouse 
his will to live and his readiness to carry on the 
struggle for the spiritual and material existence 
of his people. This is the significant social func- 
tion of these productions. 

The artistic phase of the work of “Ohel” was 
important as being a part of the experimentation 
with the theatre which is taking place throughout 
the world. It is a known fact that only a theatre 


which reveals new artistic values and discovers a 
new and native theatrical style adds to the treas- 
ure of world theatrical art. In this respect it is 
easier for any people to evolve new artistic values 
on the basis of its own history and milieu than it 
could evolve on the basis of the cultural heritage 
of other peoples. It is not accidental that the 
Russian art theatre found its truest expression in 
the production of the historical drama ‘‘Czar Fio- 
dor Ivanovitch,” the plays of Chekov, Dostoiev- 
ski and Gorki; the German theatre in Faust and 
the dramas of Schiller; the French theatre in the 
classical productions of the Comedie Francaise. 
The sensational triumphs which the Japanese 
theatre, the Hindu dancers and the Ballet Russe 
had in Europe and in America may be ascribed to 
their national character both in form and in con- 
tent—that is, to their originality. With its Bib- 
lical and historical productions, ‘‘Ohel”’ likewise 


‘aimed to create a native, Hebrew, Palestinian 


theatre which would differ from all others by its 
original theatrical style. 

It was not an easy task. It was necessary to 
discover the Hebrew and Semitic artistic sources 
in museums, in scientific books and in everyday 
oriental life which has been preserved in Palestine 
and in the Near East. It was necessary to grasp 
the landscape, color, light and the unique oriental 
motion; it was necessary to make audible the 
throaty tones in conversation, to discover the 
melodious turns of ancient tunes, to find the unique 
overtones of the oriental landscape and of the 
sensual eastern art. All of these had to be ab- 
sorbed and assimilated with the living phantasies 
which the Jew carries in his memory from the days 
of his study of the Bible and Jewish history. This 
varied spiritual and artistic material had to be 
infused into the dramas which “Ohel” was pre- 
paring to stage. 

The “Ohel” theatre was also confronted by 
still another task. It had to liberate itself from 
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the banal conceptions of the Bible that have be- 
come accepted by artists in general and by the 
Jewish and Christian theatre artists in particular. 
Christian artists have created a conception of the 
Bible and its heroes which is religious and not 
Hebraic. Every Biblical character is sanctified by 
them and is transformed into a dead image, ab- 
stract, sweetly divine and resembling an ‘“‘icon.” 
The long beards, the broad sleeves, the shawls 
and garments in which Biblical characters are 
wrapped are the products of artists’ imagination 
and have nothing to do with reality. Things have 
reached such a stage that Biblical heroes are 
crowned with halos both in paintings and on the 
stage. It was against this banal and “‘divine” con- 
ception that “‘Ohel”’ rebelled and sought to give a 
new dramatic interpretation to the Bible and its 
heroes. For us, as Jews, the Bible is not a legend 
but reality and history and it has to be produced 
on the stage as earthly reality and not as a de- 
tached, heavenly dream. With much energy and 
enthusiasm “Ohel” proceeded to destroy the ac- 
cepted banal concepts and to erect new ones on the 
ruins of the old. 

During the thirteen years of its existence 
“Ohel” produced 28 significant plays. Each of 


these was a segment of life, a spiritual and mat-— 


erial attempt which engaged the efforts of the en- 
tire cast for many months. But the most difficult 
productions which consumed the most energy, 
time and money were the Biblical and historical 
dramas. These demanded more intense study, 
more expensive costumes and more complicated 
decorations. Ceaseless effort and research were 
lavished by the theatre on these plays and it is 
therefore no wonder that throughout its existence 
“Ohel” produced only five such plays. 

Each of the five Biblical and historical plays 
which “Ohel” produced had an ideological ten- 
dency and an artistic form in consonance with the 
subject. We have demonstrated that the Bible 
and Jewish history can serve as an inexhaustible 
source for drama; it supplies subject matter for 
tragedies, comedies, idylls, problem plays and 
even operas, operettas and grotesques. 

As produced by “‘Ohel,” “Jacob and Rachel” 
became a Biblical idyll. The drama is based on 
the story of the love of Jacob for Rachel, his ser- 
vitude to Laban for seven years and his being de- 
ceived by the substitution of Leah for her sister 
Rachel. The subject is simple and primitive and 
provided an opportunity for a primitive style and 
a new interpretation of the story. 

The Biblical tragedy “Jeremiah” expresses the 
tragedy of the Jewish people. The entire people 
is the hero of this play and the prophet and king 
are secondary. Stefan Zweig, the author of the 
play, meant to draw a parallel between ancient 
Judea and pre-War Germany and to warn the 
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latter to heed the historical example of Judea and 
not to become involved in wars out of national 
ambition. But for us Jeremiah was a historical 
reality and we were more concerned with recreat- 
ing the picture of the people, its nobles, the Chal- 
deans, Jewish farmers and shepherds and the 
portrait of a prophet. 


Our third Biblical play was based on the book 
of Esther. Again our innovation consisted in our 
departure from the Diasporic interpretation as it 
found expression in the “Purim players” and our 
attempt to find the oriental, Persian background. 
Mordechai and Esther as shown by “Ohel” re- 
semble Yemenite or Sephardic Jews rather than 
the Jews of the small towns of eastern Europe. 


S. Zechoval as Sabbathai Zevi 
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In contrast to “Jeremiah,” the next play, “Her- 
od and Miriam,” was not primarily concerned 
with the fate of the people but dealt with the tra- 
gedy of the Idumean king and his Hasmonean 
wife. Although the relations between the people 
and the king figure in the drama it is fundament- 
ally a classical tragedy built on the historical back- 
ground. 

The last historical play was “Sabbathai Zevi.” 
As written by Nathan Bistritzki and produced by 
“Ohel” Sabbathai Zevi is an entirely different man 
from the usual conception of him. He is not 
shown as a fanatical, self-tormenting, cabalist, 
who is defeated by the love of a woman but 
rather as a man of broad political vision who ex- 
ploits the Cabala and its magic to gain the loyalty 
of the masses. The redemption of the people at 
all costs is his only aim and to achieve it he utilizes 
his sickly, prophesying wife. The catastrophic 
end, when the people become disillusioned in their 
Messiah, is particularly moving because this 
drama gives expression to the striving of the 
Jewish people throughout the generations to at- 
tain liberation. 

These are the five Biblical and historical plays 
which “‘Ohel” produced. Each one has a different 
form and treats with a different subject. But in 


N THE bank of the Danube, about four 
miles from Roika, a little Hungarian town 
near the Czech-German border, there anchors the 
small Jugoslav freight steamer which has been 
the home of 62 refugees from Austria for over 
two months. We reached it in the company of 
Mrs. Schmolke, the president of Immigrants’ Aid 
Society in Czechoslovakia. We obtained permis- 
sion to visit the boat through the intercession of 
the Women’s Zionist Organization in Bratislava. 
The sight was appalling. Sixty-two Jews includ- 
ing children of five years and old men of eighty 
were crowded into the small freighter. The boat 
contained four rooms which were reached by de- 
scending a ladder. Straw mattresses were on the 
floor. The place was alive with rats and vermin. 
Each room had a table and a few benches. Light 
entered the rooms through a hole in the deck of 
the boat. In one of the rooms there was a small 
ark containing a scroll of the Torah—a gift from 
the Jews of Bratislava. Thrice daily food is 
brought in a wagon from nearby Roika. The 
food that reaches the refugees is always cold 
despite the effort of the Jews of Roika. On the 


Exiles On The Danube 


(A visit to the refugees from Austria who were stranded on the Danube.) 
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the theatrical sense they are all an expression of 
one aim—the development of a native theatrical 
style; the creation of an original, Hebraic, Pales- 
tinian theatre. 


Several years ago “‘Ohel” toured the most im- 
portant European countries and won acclamation 
everywhere. Non-Jews were impressed by the 
productions of ‘“‘Ohel’’ no less than Jews. Ignor- 
ance of the Hebrew language did not hinder the 
public from enjoying the performances and the 
original style, motion, song and dance, compen- 
sated those who did not comprehend the language. 
Now “‘Ohel”’ is about to visit the U.S. Will Amer- 
ican audiences respond to our art with the same 
sympathy and understanding as has been exhibited 
in Europe? Will the younger generation of Jews, 
who are removed from the sources of Jewish cul- 
ture, understand us? We hope so. We believe 
that the new Jewish culture of Palestine, as it finds 
expression in the work of “Ohel,” has much to 
offer to American Jewry and can imbue it with 
faith in the final triumph of the reconstruction’ of 
Palestine and with the conviction that on the 
graves of the martyrs of today there will arise a 
new Jewish land with a new culture—a land that 
will be a place of refuge for every persecuted Jew 
in the world. 





@ by Shlomo Lipsky 


deck there are two small rooms which house the 
crew of the boat which ordinarily hauls freight 
between Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia. The small 
bridge which connects the boat with the shore 
is manned by armed Hungarian guards who pre- 
vent outsiders from boarding the ship while they 
guard its living cargo from going ashore. 

The expense for thé rent of the boat, the main- 
tenance of the refugees and the additional salary 
of the eight Hungarian gendarmes amounts to 
1,000 crowns a day. This sum is raised in Brati- 
slava and in other Jewish communities in Czecho- 
slovakia. The number of refugees in Bratislava 
is increasing daily. They arrive without any pos- 
sessions and the local committee has to provide 
them with money, clothes and shelter. Refugees 
arrive daily after swimming across the Danube. 
Bodies of drowned Jews are often taken from the 
river and some of these bear marks of violence. 

When we reached the boat the refugees were 
already waiting for us. A girl of nine voiced 
their request to be sent to Palestine. She spoke 
with suppressed sobs while all those gathered 
wept. One of the old men repeated the request 
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and praised the generosity of the Hungarian au- 
thorities. They then told us the details of how 
they came to be on the boat. On the morning of 
the sixth of April they were driven from their 
homes in Burgenland and were taken to one house. 
There they were questioned individually until eve- 
ning. Under a rain of blows they were forced to 
sign documents that they had raped Gentile girls 
(men of 60 and 80 years), that they had obtained 
their possessions dishonestly and that they volun- 
tarily surrendered their belongings to the German 
authorities and decided to leave the country illegal- 
ly of their own free will. They were then placed 
in buses and taken to the Czech border where they 
were left in a field with only the clothes on their 
backs. The night was still cold and damp and they 
remained in the field until morning. The Czech 
border patrol which met them in the morning had 
orders to send them back to Austria and they were 
returned to their native town. Again they were 
herded together into one house and made to per- 
form all kinds of difficult cleaning tasks. Those 
who tired at the work were driven to greater effort 
with blows. After the day’s work they were again 
taken to the border on foot, a distance of eighteen 
miles and were left on a strip of land that was 
claimed by no country. Three days and three 
nights they stayed on this strip of land without 
shelter. On all sides they were surrounded by 
the border guards of Germany, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia who pointed their rifles at them 
and prevented them from crossing any of the 
boundaries. Finally the Jews of Bratislava hit 
upon an idea. They rented a boat and placed the 
refugees on it. 


Among the refugees there:was also a Gentile 
woman who voluntarily followed her husband into 
exile. At the time of the expulsion many of the 
non-Jewish inhabitants of the city wept and tried 
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to prevent the buses from leaving but they were 
driven away by the storm troopers. 

The Hungarian authorities temporarily per- 
mitted the boat to anchor near the shore. This 
permit has to be renewed every week. It was 
granted because Hungary lays claim to the district 
of Burgenland and considers its inhabitants as fu- 
ture citizens. But this claim of Hungary did not 
suffice to secure for the refugees the right of per- 
manent residence in the country. Thus they have 
been stranded for over two months without hope 
of escape in the near future, without papers and 
with no country to extend its hospitality to them. 

Upon examination we found that thirty-five of 
them could be taken to Palestine. This is also 
their desire. The Immigrants’ Aid Society in 
Prague also received petitions from other Jews 
from Burgenland who reside illegally in various 
towns. They too request to be sent to Palestine 
despite their knowledge of the difficult situation 
in the country and the shortage of immigration 
certificates. 


I was astounded at what I had heard and seen and 
I could not speak for shame. How could we leave 
them drifting on the water for such a long time 
without taking them to Palestine? Why wasn't 
there raised a cry of protest that would shake the 
entire world? 

We will indeed have fallen low if we do not 
transfer to Palestine those that are capable of 
going. Some of the younger people can be sent 
with the “Youth Aliya”. Among these are some 
that have worked in agriculture and in urban 
trades. Some of the older ones can be supported 
by their children. The Immigrants’ Aid Society 
will provide their transportation and it is up to 
the Zionist institutions and to the entire Jewish 
people to provide the other necessary means. We 
will be branded with shame forever if we do not 
rescue these Jews from their horrible situation. 


CHRONICLES OF THE MONTH 


1. PALESTINE 


® by Daniel Fineman 


ITHIN THE last month Palestinian terrorism has 
taken a sharp turn for the worse. The mischief 
started on July 25 with the explosion of a bomb in the 
Haifa market place. This outrage was soon followed by 
bomb explosions in Jerusalem, Tiberias and Jaffa which 
made the Arab death toll amount to well over a hundred. 
Arab terrorists straightaway capitalized these horrible mur- 
ders by charging Jews with the crime. So well did the 
_ terrorists whip up Arab passions that they rallied local 
support on a hitherto unprecendented scale. They even 
succeeded in inducing the ecclesiastic authority of Bagdad, 
Ibrahim al Rawi, to issue a ruling which called for a 
Jehad—Holy War—against all non-Moslems in Palestine. 
But although these accusations proved politically invalu- 
able to the terrorists, it is doubtfui whether Jews really 








had a hand in any of the outrages. Immediately after the 
Haifa incident the Jewish National Assembly charged that 
Arab terrorists had engineered the explosion in Haifa as 
an act of provocation. And the evidence thus far uncov- 
ered concerning the Haifa crime supports the view pre- 
sented by the assembly. Similarly as regards the tragedy 
in Jerusalem: all testimony submitted by Arabs aiming to 
pin the Jerusalem bombing on Jews has been proven un- 
true. The Jewish boy and girl accused by Arabs of having 
placed the bomb were finally released by the military 
court without the need of calling witnesses for the 
defense. It is now fairly certain that the Tiberias explo- 
sion was an Arab deed. So far, three Arabs have been 
arrested for complicity in the crime on testirhony by wit- 
nesses from their own people. As for the latest bombing 
outrage, which on August 26 showered carnage in the 
Arab vegetable market, the Arabs themselves admit that 
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Jews cannot be held culpable since for weeks before that 
date no Jew could possibly have got — near the 
market place without being instantly detected. Hence 
when news of the havoc first spread, Arab residents of 
Jaffa immediately denounced the British as perpetrators of 
the crime. And according to latest reports some Arabs 
now concede that terrorist agent provocateurs may well 
have planted the bombs in order to further arouse the Arab 
masses against both the British and the Jews. 

Although Jews cannot be blamed for these major out- 
rages, nevertheless they are by no means free of guilt. 
They can no longer boast of a spotless record of forebear- 
ance from retaliatory murder. For corrosive Revisionist pro- 
paganda ate through the admirable Jewish policy of Hav- 
Jaga (self restraint). On its own hook, a small handful of 
Revisionist youth started to snipe at innocent Arabs. There 
can be no doubt that Jews were the assassins who shot 
down two Arabs in Rehavia, a purely Jewish section of 
Jerusalem outside the Old City walls. It is extremely 
likely that Jews fired the shots which killed an Arab near 
Hadar Hacarmel. It looks as if Jewish terrorists have 
shot the three Arabs in the Mahne Yehuda quarter of 
Jerusalem. In Haifa a young Revisionist before ye g 
his “error” actually pumped a fellow Jew full of lead. 
Only later did the sniper remorsefully “explain” that he 
had mistaken his unfortunate victim for an Arab. All told, 
a handful of morally irresponsible Jews in Palestine have 
pulled off a dozen or perhaps a score of dastardly murders. 
And in doing so these self-constituted “avengers” fool- 
ishly played right into the terrorists’ hands. For these 
killings provided exactly what the Arab leaders needed— 
a reason for uniting Palestinian Arabs against Jews. Thus, 
Revisionists’ unauthorized retaliation enabled terrorists to 
accomplish in a few weeks what the Mufti could not 
effect in two years’ time. The Arab terrorists have rallied 
numerous Palestinian Arabs around their banner. No 
longer do they need to import brigands from Syria in 
order to fill their ranks. Native villagers—formerly the 
part of the Arab population most victimized by the teror- 
ists—now preponderate as recruits to the gangs which 
attack Jewish settlements. Indeed, hostility towards the 
Jew has grown so that even the Christian Arab commu- 
nity in Haifa which in the past two years opposed the 
anti-Jewish terror recently threw its weight behind the ter- 
rorist cause. , ws an 

Owing to this veering of sympathies in the Ara - 
lation, terrorism is ed pli ae upon a much lease 
scale than ever before. Terrorist propaganda headquarters 
regularly distribute political communiques throughout Pal- 
estine and in neighboring countries. In short, the almost 

‘haphazard brigandage of a few months ago has now 
assumed the as of a genuine revolt. On August 19, 
under cover of darkness, the khaki-clad rebels actually 
captured for a few hours the ancient Biblical city of Heb- 
ron, where they smashed all the equipment in the post 
office, beleaguered the local police headquarters, and set 
Barclay’s Bank afire. It required a regiment of rein- 
forcements rushed from Jerusalem to dislodge the terror- 
ists. And Hebron is by no means the only field of battle. 
On the plains of Acre, at Nablus, along the northern 
frontier the terrorists have recently skirmished with British 
troops and inflicted a considerable number of casualties. 
In the fortnight preceding August 28, they even brought 
down two military planes. Systematically they try to wreck 
train service in the country by dynamiting bridges, tamper- 
ing with tracks. The most recent of these raids on the 
railway system occurred at Deir El Bala in southern Pales- 
tine on Au 27. Moreover, the terrorists persistently 
bury landmines in highways. On August 4 one of their 
mines shattered and scattered to the winds the bodies of 
six unsuspecting Jewish laborers who were travelling by 
lorry from Kfar Saba to Ramat Hakovesh. Only in one 








JewisH FRONTIER 


objective have terrorists failed—that of sacking and destroy- 
ing isolated Jewish settlements. But after each defeat 
the murderous gangs rally. Not a night passes without 
their attempting to storm at least one Jewish colony. 
Terrorism has become so widespread that Jews encounter 
real danger to their lives once they venture outside their 
own settled areas. Recently when two Tel Aviv youths 
bound for Petach Tikva walked through an Arab village 
at 11 o'clock one morning the village greeting was— 
upraised daggers. And a young Jewish family cannot 
safely steer a bike 100 yards outside of Petach Tikva: 
Benjamin Babayoff, his wife and eleven year old daughter, 
Offra, had scarcely begun such a little cycling excursion 
on August 11 when murderers lying in ambush killed the 
small family in cold blood—less than 100 yards from the 
gates of the town. 

This frightful situation has imposed new responsibilities 
upon the Yishuv. First, Palestine Jewry has taken fresh 
measures to preserve Havlaga. It tries to counteract 
Revisionism’s mischievous glorification of Jewish assassins 
by a vigorous counter-propaganda of education. The story 
of Shlomo ben Yosef is a case in point. This young man 
was condemned to death by the military court for having 
shot at the passengers of an Arab bus. The best one may 
say in favor of that deluded youth is that he was fortun- 
ately a poor marksman. His shots went wild. But when 
Revisionists hail that would-be assassin as a “martyred 
hero”, they deliberately try to destroy the entire moral 
strength which the Yishuv has manifested in the past 
two and a half years. For Palestine Jewry has consistently 
disavowed and despised the pusillanimity of a Shlomo 
ben Yosef who skulks behind a wall in order to take 
potshots at peaceful Arabs. Not the cowardice of terror- 
ism wins its praise but the courage of self-defense against 
the gun of the assassin. 

The organization of self-defense of course constitutes 
the major problem of the Yishuv. By this time, the gov- 
ernment has been compelled to recognize Jews’ right to 
defend their lives oi protect their colonies. Besides 
736 Jews in the regular police force, the Yishuv now has 
about 7,000 men enrolled in various defense corps. Over 
5,000 Jewish supernumerary constables (ghaffirs) stand 
guard in the settlements. In addition, a further two 
hundred crack shots, organized in special contingents, 
patrol danger zones and assist the British troops. But 
the increasing violence of terrorism has created a need 
for even greater mobilization of Jewish men and money. 
Hence the entire Yishuv is concentrating its energies on a 
large scale self-defense program. Special volunteer guards 
are being dispatched to the remoter settlements. And a 
voluntary self-tax for defense (kofer hayishuv) levied in 
every Jewish city, colony and cooperative will enable bar- 
ricades to be constructed and highpower searchlights to be 
installed in 26 weak and isolated settlements. 


Thus far the Jewish ghaffirs have outmatched the terror- 
ists. Among Arab gangs the ghaffirs’ remarkable coura, 
under fire has already become a by-word. Especially well- 
known is the ghaffirs’ heroic defence of Kiryat Haroshet. 
In this isolated settlement of 60 families a mere ten 
Jewish guards stood off 150 bandits for three hours during 
the night and finally repulsed them. But even the strength 
of the ten supernumeraries could not prevent terrorists 
from penetrating the outer defenses and forcibly entering 
one of the last huts of the village. This unchecked 
advance led to the brutal knifing and burning alive of 
Shmuel Guterman, his wife and his two year old daughter. 
The ghaffirs’ inability to stop the incursion of the Arab 
murderers also made possible the killing of 33 year old 
Regina Spiegler and am eleven year old son. But the 
ghaffirs’ terrific counterfire mowed down at least eight 
Arab terrorists, besides many more wounded. So well 
did the ghaffirs defend the settlement that the attackers 
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did not stay to invade any more huts. Hiastily gathering 
their wounded and dead they beat a swift retreat. 

The brutality of this Arab attack made Kiryat Haroshet 
an outstanding news story. But the less well-known daily 
battles in which ghaffirs courageously rout invaders with- 
out suffering any loss are just as significant. Typical is 
the repulse of one hundred Arabs at Ramat Hakovesh on 
August 7. Though heavily outnumbered and attacked from 
three sides by bandits, ghaffirs returned so withering a fire 
that in half an hour all attackers were repelled without the 
loss of a single settler. Just one week later the colonists 
at Shimrun (all of whom belong to the second generation 
of Nahalal pioneers) warded off an even fiercer attack 
launched by a gang numbering 150 terrorists. On the 
night of August 14 the settlement found itself surrounded 
by the enemy who had previously blockaded the road and 
cut all telephone wires. But this ye g to isolate the 
colony proved vain, For the handful of Jewish ghaffirs, 
aided by the settlers, extended so red hot a reception that 
the terrorists soon took to their heels, leaving bloody tracks 
behind them. 

To match this courage which Jewish ghaffirs displayed 
under fire, Jewish civilians have adequately preserved 
their morale. For the average individual in the Yishuv 
still performs his normal task despite the pervading threat 
of death. There has been no let-up in daily traffic through- 
out Eretz Israel. And not only has the Yishuv continued 
normal economic activities but it is constantly discovering 
new outlets for its constructive energy. Since July 19 
Palestine Jewry has built three new colonies. The found- 
ing of the first, Givat Hahamisha, occasioned special cele- 
brations throughout the Yishuv. For the settlers erected 
their new homes at Givat Hahamisha (‘‘Hillock of the 
Five’) on the selfsame spot Kiryat Anavim where 
last November 9 terrorists massacred five members of the 
kvutza Bamaale. Thus the colonists fulfilled their solemn 
pledge given at the graveside of the five victims: “Where 
these five perished a new colony shall come to life.” 
Less than a month after the settling of Givat Hahamisha, 
workers were busy building Kfar Yhoshua, newest Jew- 
ish colony in the Sharon. And on a 6,000 dunam stretch 
of land east of Acre, members of Hashomer Hatzair on 
August 25 threw up the stockade, constructed the watch- 
tower and built the dwelling huts of Ein Hamifratz. This 
cursory report of the founding of these three colonies 
does scant justice however to the whole gamut of Jewish 
initiative. The emergence of several novel businesses 
testifies to the vitality of private enterprise as well. A new 
factory in Tel Aviv recently put on the market a variety 
of metal desk furnishings—inkwells, blotters, pen and 
> holders, etc.—which has attracted many buyers. 

the same city, ten alert people formed the first Jewish 
salvaging cooperative: they not only rescue jettison but 
also engage in submarine pipe-laying and repair the 
underseas structures of the port. Yet another group has 
founded the Orient Coast Line whose ships will daaip 
py between Port Said and Tel Aviv. And a sister company, 

an, recently began to operate a daily three hour pas- 
senger service between Tel Aviv and Haifa. 

The courage and confidence which the yishuv displays 
in its daily conduct of affairs strikes a cheerful note in 
the present situation. For although Havlaga may have 
cracked here and there, Palestine Jewry has retained 
emotional stability. In the face of a growing relentless 
terrorism, the Yishuv maintains its sanity-of mind and 


purpose. 
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ll. DIASPORA 
@ by S. Ethelson 


Brazil 

The suppression of the attempted Nazi inspired up- 
rising which took place in Brazil last May has produced 
unforeseen consequences which threaten the fate of the 
Jewish community in that country. Aroused by the danger 
of the growing Italian and German influence in the coun- 
try, the Vargas regime has undertaken to curb it by means 
of a law governing all aliens in the country. According 
to this law it will be necessary for every foreigner residing 
in Brazil to establish the legality of his entry into the 
country and to provide proof of his good conduct during 
the period of his residence. The Department of Justice 
will also have the authority to deny trade licenses to 
foreigners at its discretion. This law further rules that 
all societies of Brazilians must be headed by citizens of 
that country and non-citizens who join such societies may 
not share in the administration of the organization. 

One of the immediate upshots of this law was that the 
Jewish Colonization Association, which hitherto conducted 
a wide activity of aid for immigrants, education and 
struggle against anti-Semitism has now reorganized itself 
as a Brazilian society and has withdrawn from this work. 

Of even greater significance is the law forbidding the 
teaching of foreign languages to children under the age of 
14. While this law has been on the statute books for a 
number of years it has never been vigorously — Its 
present rigorous application is also a result of the uprising 
of last spring and aims to counteract foreign influence in 
the large German and Italian colonies where the educa- 
tional work was conducted almost exclusively in the 
native languages of the colonists. But whatever the aim 
of the law it immediately threatens the very existence of 
the cultural and educational institutions that have been 
built up by the Jewish community in Brazil. At the pres- 
ent moment the situation is not hopeless yet for some 
government authorities show an understanding of the 
cultural problems of the Jewish community and are willing 
to make allowances for its special religious and educa- 
tional needs. 

But the unity of the 50,000 Jews who live in Brazil is 
nevertheless endangered if the application of the alien 
law will divide them into two distinct a of citizens 
and non-citizens who must organize separately to conduct 
their affairs. 


Czechoslovakia 

The problem of redefining the status of the national 
minorities in Czechoslovakia has been overshadowed to 
such an extent by the demands of the Sudeten Germans 
that no attention has been paid to the possible effects which 
it might have on the Jewish communities. The critical situ- 
ation of Czechoslovakia and the sympathy which Jews feel 
toward it in its struggle against the overbearing demands 
of the Germans have led the Jews to abstain from pressing 
their demands for their rightful share in the cultural 
autonomy which is being granted to other minority peoples 
in the country. It is a fact that the Czech government 
has followed a policy of cultural assimilation toward the 
Jews. Out of the entire system of Jewish schools in the 
country, only the two Hebrew high schools receive a small 
subsidy. All the others are maintained by the contribu- 
tions of parents who are anxious that their children 
should receive a Jewish education. This financial burden 
led to the present situation under which only about two 
thousand Jewish children attend the Hebrew schools while 
ten times that number attend non-Jewish schools. The 
policy of cultural assimilation was further reinforced in 
the districts by implied threats of economic sanctions 
against those Jews who refused to send their children to 
the government schools. 
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In its present negotiations with the representatives of 
the national minorities the Czech government has invited 
neither the Jewish deputies in the parliament nor spokes- 
men of the Jewish party. But the passivity of the Jews 
in the face of this apparent denial of their rights is also 
due to another factor aside from sympathy with the demo- 
cratic Czech regime. According to the regulations govern- 
ing the status of national minorities these are to receive 
@ proportional number of government positions and are 
to enjoy a proportional share of the government budget. 
Jews in Czechoslovakia account for about 214% of the 
total population, but while they occupy much less than 
this share in many economic fields, they are represented by 
a much higher percentage in other professions. A rigid 
application of this regulation would in effect amount to 
an economic numerus clausus which would entail severe 
economic dislocations. They are therefore content to 
leave well enough alone and refrain from questioning the 
minorities attitude of the government insofar as it dis- 
criminates against them. 


South Africa 

The rising wave of anti-Semitism which found expres- 
sion in the adoption of a law restricting still further the 
number of immigrants appears to meet with but little 
resistance. The coalition government which has been in 
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force for the past five years and which appears to be in 
the saddle for some time to come is composed of widely - 
divergent personalities. While many of these are not 
anti-Semitic themselves they do not care to endanger the 
coalition government by open and militant opposition 
to the anti-Jewish tendencies of the others. With the ex- 
ception of general Smuts and minister of education Hof- 
mayer no member of the government found it advisable 
to come out in defense of the Jews during the recent 
election campaign. Among the other parties only the 
labor party adopted a definite plank in its platform against 
fascism and anti-Semitism. 


It is also characteristic that seo gauge community 
through its Board of Deputies adopted a similar attitude 
of silence out of fear of attracting attention. Whatever it 
can do to counteract the growth of anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda it does quietly. This passive resistance has aroused 
a considerable amount of opposition among Zionists and 
especially among Zionist youth who feel that a more 
active policy should be followed. So far, the Zionist move- 
ment of South Africa has refrained from participating in 
local political affairs. ‘There is no doubt that the back- 
bone of Jewish resistance to anti-Semitism would be stiff- 
_ if the Zionists were to take a part in local political 
airs. 


CORRESPONDENCE 








FASCISM NOT A "CONSPIRACY" 
Sir: 

In his article “Jew Baiting and the Social Revolution” 
which tries to refute the conclusions of my piece “The 
Social Revolution in Austria” in the New Republic of July 
6th, Mr. Abraham Revusky saw fit to denounce my good 
faith and to imply that I favor Nazism. He even went 
so far as to insinuate that I regard the persecution of Jews 
and non-Aryans in Vienna “with hardly disguised delight”. 
Since Hitler's conquest of Austria has forced my parents 
to flee a country where they spent all their life, has re- 
sulted in the suicide, assassination or imprisonment of all 
my friends and relatives and has deprived me of my home 
a second time—the first time was in 1933 in Germany— 
the absurdity of this allegation is only too patent. I would 
therefore have been able to afford to ignore his attacks. 
But Mr. Revusky tries to prove his points by misquotations 
of my article which are too startling to go without reply. 
In the first place, not only did I not say that Fascism 
“realizes socialism and establishes the classless society” as 
everybody would believe from reading Mr. Revusky, but, 
on the contrary, I stated explicitly and unmistakeably that 
Germany’s military machine is the main beneficiary of the 
expropriation of the Austrian bourgeoisie and that the use 
— ideology by the Nazis is but a disguise to this 
end. 

Similarly, Mr. Revusky quotes me as having said: “Jews 
form the great majority of Vienna’s bourgeois class”. 
What I did say was “Contrary to all official German state- 
ments, only a small part of the former Viennese bourgeoisie 
is Jewish”; and I put if to you to explain how such a 
“misunderstanding” could happen. 


Finally, Mr. Revusky, since he cannot disprove my fig- 
ures falsifies them and makes me say that there are 1,300,- 
000 Jews and non-Aryans in Vienna, whereas I stated 
explicitly that there are 550,000 to 650,000 Jewish and 
non-Aryan members of the upper and middle classes and 
80,000 to 100,000 Jewish proletarians making a total of 
630,000-750,000. 


As for Mr. Revusky’s factual assertions, I believe I need 
add little to the reply given to his recent letter in the 
“New Republic”. It will perhaps interest your readers 
that a witness of as unimpeachable anti-Nazi standing as 
Mr. Lennhoff, the exiled former editor of the anti-Nazi 
Viennese ‘“Telegraph” quoted a figure of 800,000 Viennese 
non-Aryans as a matter of course, generally known and one 
that requires no further comment or explanation. (The 
Last Five Hours of Austria, page 63.) But maybe Mr. 
Revusky also accuses the Roman Catholic organizations 
of pro-Nazi propaganda which informed the Evian Con- 
ference that there are 500,000 Catholic non-Aryans in 
Greater Germany of whom more than half live in Austria? 
And what about the “New York Herald Tribune” and the 
“New York Times” whose correspondents in Vienna have 
told the same story? 

No, sir, to persist in regarding Fascism as a “conspiracy 
of capitalists” and its anti-Semitism as just “rabble-rousing” 
is not the proper way to fight Fascism. It is both dis- 
honest and stupid; for Fascism is a far more fundamental 
and far more dangerous disease. And—speaking as one 
of the non-Jewish “‘non-Aryans” whose very existence Mr. 
Revusky doubts—no Jewish paper should allow itself to 
print insinuations such as those in Mr. Revusky’s foreword 
against a magazine that has been as valiantly fighting for 
freedom and liberty as the “New Republic’. 

Yours very truly, 
PETER F, DRUCKER 


Epiror’s NotE—Due to considerations of space Mr. 
Revusky’s reply will appear in the October issue of the 
Jewish Frontier. 
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EPISTLE TO THE AMERICANS 


® by Bernard Noskin 


"WHAT ARE WE TO DO?” by John Strachey, Random 
House, New York, 1938. 


IHOUGH THIS book was written in England by an 

Englishman it is in the nature of an oversized letter to 
Americans, admonishing us that unless we quickly get 
behind Fuehrer Browder’s Communist Party the big, bad 
wolf of fascism will snatch us up in its vile jaws. Only 
thus will we be able to preserve peace, democracy (don’t 
laugh) and the national standard of living. It is a melan- 
choly thought but I am afraid our fellow countrymen would 
prefer to take their chances without benefit of the Union 
Square tovarischi. 

It is a remarkable role—that of the communists as de- 
fenders of democracy, something like that of Hitler as 
champion of minority rights, or Mussolini-Franco as the 
~ bulwarks of civilization. None of these gentlemen seem 
ever to have heard of the ancient maxim that charity begins 
at home. 

To many Strachey is a persuasive writer because apart 
from his lucidity he never allows doubt to mar his pages. 
His assumptions with which it would be useless to quarrel 
in a review are the body of what is often called the Marx- 
ist-Leninist doctrine. 

The letter itself is divided into three parts: the first and 

far the most lengthy is an historical sketch of the 
British and American socialist and labor movements. It is 
not altogether related to nor necessary to the central argu- 
ment, and, indeed, in a measure inconsistent with the 
recommendations in part three of the book. The second 
consists of a delineation of the features of what borrowing 
from the Cromwellian period the author chooses to call 
the ‘new model”, i. e., communist party; the third is taken 
up with suggestions for a “progressive” program, a new 
title for the united front, which for some reason seems 
to be falling into disuse. The ‘principal thesis of the 
work is familiar to anyone acquainted with communist 
literature for Strachey’s gift is that of exposition, not of 
originality. Briefly it is that capitalism is-in decay, and 
that wars, imperialism and fascism are chargeable to it. 
The instinctive bourgeois reaction to this situation is said 
to be fascism, while the instinctive proletarian reaction is 
communism. No other choice is possible. Recent history 
has not taught Mr. Strachey much. My own impression 
is that it will be a bad day not only for the rest of us but 
for the communists as well if ever such a notion should 
be held by the American people. 

At this point it might be well to note the curious fact 
that when it suits the purposes of their argument, Marxists 
of the Strachey type hurry along the development of 
capitalism and write as if countries like Russia, Spain and 
Italy were capitalistic a long time ago, but when they 
turn to an explanation of the political and economic 
passivity of American labor they ask us to accept the notion 
that the U. S. has only recently come into the swing of 
capitalism, may, that “it is only since 1929 that work 
for wages has become the inescapable fate of the over- 
whelming mass of the American people” (p. 21). (The 
average American would probably say that it is only since 
1929 that work for wages has escaped him.) Thus we 
have capitalism treated as an organism, maturing and 
decaying sufficiently in Russia to produce communism by 
1917; in Italy to produce fascism by 1922; while English 
capitalism is yet too immature to bear either disease, and 
as to our own country by 1938 we only proceed sufficiently 
far along the capitalist road to bring to birth what Mr. 
Strachey tells us is the second stage of trade union develop- 
ment—labor entering independently into politics, and even 
that is true only of a comparatively small fraction of 
American labor. 
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Strangely enough the “progressive” program urged by 
our author does not call for the dictatorship of the = 
letariat, the only thing that can allegedly save us from 
fascism. The communists have learned better than to 
openly advocate the destruction of the capitalist state; it 
is a thought to be kept in reserve until the auspicious 
moment has struck, or at any rate the doctors of the com- 
munist church think they can hold it in reserve. What 
proportion of the communist appeal to “progressives” is 
sincere, and what hypocritical it is difficult to say. Doubt- 
less the quotas vary from time to time. 

In at least one respect Strachey’s “progressive” program 
is disingenuous. As is to be expected he clamors for a 
wide extension of social security, increase in wages, etc., 
even when “in so doing ran decrease the demand for 
labor at the margin of profitability”, and impose burdens 
on capital that will compel business men to cease or 
decrease their operations, thus leading to widespread unem- 
ployment (p. 311). But what can be the purpose of an 
agitation that leads to unemployment and social crisis? 
Obviously to provoke a showdown between capital and a 
“progressive” government hoping that somehow the com- 
munists will be the gainers thereby. Yet why should 
Strachey expect the Far enont who to him are syn- 
onymous with the middle class to support labor in demands 
that make a continuance of capitalist production impos- 
sible? And for that matter what makes Strachey think that 
American workingmen themselves will persist in agitation 
for supposed benefits that do them out of jobs? Or does 
Strachey believe that American “progressives” and work- 
ingmen are too simple to see through communist 
demagogy ? 

Strachey, we have his word for it, is a social scientist. 
He never tires of reiterating that socialism, that is to say, 
his communist brand of it is a social science, and that his 
fellow Gesinnungsgenossen are social scientists. The Third 
International, on those rare occasions when it assembles, is 
really a convocation of social scientists and if the Russians 
do have proportionally greater weight in its deliberations 
it is only because “it is much the best equipped with 
thinkers and social scientists” (p. 271). Yes, and we 
have a distinct recollection that some of the weightiest of 
these thinkers and social scientists have lately been shot 
by order of the scientist in chief, Stalin. We ought not to 
be too hard on Strachey, however. The Nazi creed is also 
based on “‘science’”’, albeit one of race and not of economics, 
and besides politicians are not the only persons who like to 
give themselves airs. Do not the followers of Mrs. Mary 
Baker Eddy call themselves scientists too? We all like to 
puff ourselves up with high sounding titles. Even the 
once humble New York City street sweep is now employed 
at sanitation. 

There would be some slight amusement but no harm in 
Strachey assuming for himself and his fellow communists 
the degree of scientist if he merely contented himself with 
the name and let it go at that but just as we are indignant 
when a child dies for lack of medical attention because its 
parents tried the Christian Science cure, so are we aroused 
when Strachey asks us to consent to be dragooned, regi- 
mented and mayhap worse to feed his. “scientific” vanity. 
Strachey, for instance, explains that in the “new model” 
party, difference of opinion is impermissible. Since they 
are in possession of “one scientifically arrived at body of 
social theory, from which they should not permit their 
members to depart,” he sententiously writes, “they do not 
tolerate within their ranks the co-existence of more than 
one ideology” (p. 231). He wants us to believe that Marx 
and Engels are the fathers of this sapient idea, and that 
“for a time the new socialist parties succeeded fairly well 
in embodying these concepts” (p. 231). But alas for 
human frailty! Towards the end the the century degen- 
eration set in, and socialist parties included within their 
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ranks sceptics and others in whom the true faith or rather 
science was absent. All of the ills that have plagued 
and still x. e the socialist movement are traceable to 
this sin of ideological toleration. Not for nothing does 
the author himself find that ideological intolerance, the 
characteristic hall mark of the “new model” party “Sur- 
prising” (p. 231). We venture to say that the vast body 
of —— will find it not only surprising but abhorrent 
as well. 

The reader can easily guess for himself the sort of 
apology Strachey makes for the Russian dictatorship. There 
is but one truth and the communist scientists (the coupling 
of the two is indeed only tautological) are in possession of 
it. The propagation 5 error is even less to be counte- 
manced in an entire nation than it is in a select body of 
professors—at least that is the practice of the Catholic 
Church. The Russian Bolshevik Party is no mere group 
of politicians but an assembly of professors of social science 
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convened and organized to apply their professional knowl- 
edge in the interest of the proletariat. Professor Stalin, 
presumably, on account of his infallible command of the 
entire corpus of social science from Karl Marx down to 
himself has been designated—though I do not know by 
whom—as a sort of Rector Extraordinarius or Platonic 
Philosopher—King to wield summary power even to the 
“highest measure of social protection” lest any ideological 
corruption or degeneration take place. Strachey assures us 
of course that “the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
. . . could never have got power nor could it hold it toda 
if it ceased to represent the Russian workers” (p. 162) 
an assertion which I am sure no fair-minded reader will 
question. 

Mr. Strachey will perhaps pardon a word of advice 
though doubtless he will deem it frivolous. He should 
stop thinking of himself as a social scientist. He is only a 
bright schoolboy. 


Hears Both Sides 


(Report of Arab-Jewish Debate at Youth Congress Held at Vassar College with 55 Countries Represented) 


E OF the Palestinian delegation arrived at Vassar 

Wednesday evening. We soon learned that the 
report from Palestine had been correct. The Arabic coun- 
tries of the Near East were represented by three Arab 
delegates, two of whom, Raif Khouri of Palestine and 
Afif Tanus of Syria, had made the trip to America speci- 
fically for the Congress; the third, Abbas of Iraq, a student 
at the University of Chicago, came to the conference as an 
official representative of the government of Iraq. Within 
a short time after our arrival at Poughkeepsie, we sensed 
that this Arab delegation had already managed to do a 
great deal of lobbying and propagandizing. In their pri- 
vate discussions with delegates of all countries, they con- 
centrated on the question of Palestine and Zionism, pre- 
senting a Pan-Arabic, anti-Zionist point of view. 

We learned that the Arabs had arranged to meet pri- 
vately with the British delegation during the following 
“free” afternoon. Maurice Boukstein, of the Palestine 
Economic Corp., managed to get the none-too willing 
British delegation to invite us too. About thirty-five 
British delegates came to this meeting. Though one or 
two of these delegates were representative of the position 
of the British Conservative Party, there was no question 
but that this was a government “opposition” delegation, 
from Liberals on the right to Communists on the left. 
The Arabs were represented by Khouri of Palestine and 
Tanus of Syria; the Zionists by Joshua Leibner of Ha- 
shomer Hatzair, Naomi Brodie of Junior Hadassah and 
Leon Grant of the British Federation of Zionist Youth. 

The Arab position was presented by Khouri. A brief 
summary of his presentation follows: 

1. The present conflict between Jews and Arabs in Pal- 
estine could be brought to an end if the moderate elements 
of both peoples were to get together for a peaceful settle- 
ment. 

2. “There are extremists among the Arabs who would 
like to throw the Jews into the sea”; on the other hand 
there are Jewish extremists who would like to get rid of 
the Arabs. As against these extremists, he (Khouri) 
represents the moderate, democratic Arab elements, and 
he felt certain that we, too, (the Jewish delegates from 
Palestine), were representatives of the more progressive 
elements. 

Because of the informal character of the meeting, it was 
possible at this point to interpose two questions: 


@ by Joshua Leibner 


1. What Arab group did Khouri represent ? 

2. Did this group accept the leadership of the Arab 
High Committee? 

Khouri answered that he represented the Palestine Arab 
Democratic Society, and that this group accepted the posi- 
tion of the Arab High Committee, though with reserva- 
tions. 

Khouri continued as follows: 

3. Because of the present conflict in Palestine, a period 
of transition ought to be introduced, with the aim of eli- 
minating controversial issues: a) Stop immigration into 
Palestine, both Jewish and Arab, temporarily. 

b) Stop the sale of land from Arabs to Jews and Jews 
to Arabs temporarily. (He admitted that very little land 
was being sold by Jews to Arabs, but that, too, should be 
prohibited ). 

c) Create a democratic representative parliament in Pal- 
estine, with proportional representation for Jews and 
Arabs. This parliament is to have full authority to pass 
on all such vital issues as immigration, land purchase, etc. 

4. It is true that the Arab community in Palestine is not 
yet fully organized on a democratic basis, but then, what- 
ever he (Khouri) had seen of Western democratic coun- 
tries had convinced him that there was no real democracy 
anywhere, so that that particular could not be used against 
the idea of a democratically-elected parliament. 

The Zionist position was put forward by Joshua Leibner. 

1. With a brief review of the plight of Jewry in almost 
all countries of Europe, Zionism was shown to be the only 
real solution of this problem. 

2. Zionism in Palestine is a progressive force undermin- 
ing the medieval feudal conditions found there at the close 
of the World War. The Zionist leadership today is com- 
prised of the most progressive elements in the movement. 
The very essence of Zionism is its liberative and producti- 
vizing character. 

3. True that we have our extremist, Revisionist, ele- 
ments. But we have condemned their methods and they 
left the Zionist movement; the Arabs have glorified theit 
extremists and raised them to a position of leadership. 

4. We know of no “Arab Democratic Society” in Pales- 
tine. For years we have been on the lookout for moderate 
Arab groups in Palestine who would rise up against the 
present reactionary leadership. The acknowledged support 
of the “Arab High Committee” is not consistent with the 
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professed moderate, democratic spirit of this “Arab De- 
mocratic Society.” 

5. The stoppage of immigration and the sale of land 
means giving up Zionism. The “temporary transition 
period” is merely a blind. If Khouri supports the Arab 
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“The Arabs must not have forced upon them in ex- 
change for their malaria, that moral malaria which now 
is devastating the west, with its class-warfare, its prole- 
tariat, its communism, its making men into mere units, 
and all its other attendant ills. 

“Can you conceive of labor troubles and class warfare 
in the land where the sermon on the Mount was 
preached? Can you envisage a Coney Island along the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee? 


“For physical filth, moral filth has been substituted, 
and with the improvement in commerce, commercialized 
vice, arson, forgery, and larceny have been imported by 
the newcomers.” (pp. 7-8) 

This sort of propaganda helped us to expose the Arab 
delegates who, upon coming to the Congress and sensing 
its progressive, radical character, had spoken in terms that 
were in line with this character. We arranged small com- 
mittee sessions (similar to that with the British delega- 
tion) with the delegations from Czechoslovakia, Spain, 
Mexico, and all other Latin American countries. Espec- 
ially significant was the meeting with the socialist delegate 
from India who confessed that that was the first time 
Zionism had ever been presented to him as a progressive, 
liberating, and productivizing movement. He promised 
to skip a boat at Port Said, on his way back to India, and 
to spend a week in Palestine. He asked that we draw up 
for him a memorandum on the condition of the Arabs and 
the status of the Jewish labor movement in Palestine which 
he would submit to the Socialist Party of India. 

As the Congress drew to a close, we could feel that a 
great deal had been accomplished. Delegates who at the 
opening sessions were definitely hostile to or ignorant of 
all the implications of Zionism, had become very friendly 
and sympathetic, eager to talk with us and to learn of what 
was happening in Palestine. 

We had presented a case which was not easy to reconcile 
with the simple formula of “Zionism allied with British 
imperialism” which was in the minds of most delegates 


"when they came to the Congress. In addition, the “liter- 


ature” of the Arab National League proved to be a boom- 
erang for the Arab delegates and a vindication of our con- 
tention as to the character of the present Arab leadership 
in Palestine. 
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tion to bringing about this much de- 
sired peace, by increasing our efforts 
in support of the Histadrut, which is 
the harbinger of peace and freedom 
in our national homeland and the 


Our Chapters throughout the coun- 
try have responded with great enthu- 
siasm and remarkable promptness to 
the call issued by our office to help 
maintain the Notrim (Special Watch- 
men) for self-defense in our colonies 
The quotas allotted to 
each chapter have been met, or are 
Many have 
voluntarily increased, and even doub- 
led, their quotas. This expression of 
solidarity with our Halutzim in Pal- 


High Committee we know their ition—they never 
“an wanted Zionism and never will. Ve “tanec” sto 
gical page will merely be a precedent for a permanent condi- 
°S US tion. We cannot agree to a minority status in Palestine. 
inion 6. The idea of a democraticlly-elected parliament at this 
oda time is absurd. The present Arab leadership would never 
162 allow democratic elections. It would dominate the “par- 
will liament” and carry through “legally” what it today finds 
impossible to do. 
ivice ith several questions from the floor this meeting with 
ould the British delegation came to an end. 
aly a The problem of Zionism and Palestine came up for dis- 
cussion before the Congress, at a session of the Political 
Commission which was devoted to the problems of min- 
orities. The Arab delegate spoke with great sympathy for 
the condition of Jews in various European countries but 
excluded Palestine as a center for Jewish immigration, 
claiming it to be an Arab country. In a well-pre 
statement that received the acclaim of almost every delegate 
ner present, Maurice Boukstein stated our Zionist position in 
Palestine. He mentioned: 

1. Our right to Palestine as a Jewish National Home, 
Arab guaranteed by international law and agreements. 

2. Our accomplishments in Palestine in the past twenty 
sell years. 

“ 3. The “myth” of the displacement of Arabs. 
po 4. The desire of the Yishuv to live at peace with the 
— Arabs. 

5. The unacceptability of a minority status in Palestine. 
seal In addition to the open statements made by the Arab 
eli delegates from the floor of the conference, a great deal of 
Rees other propaganda was carried on by them. One fine 
_ morning we noticed that there had been placed for free 

distribution in the entrance hall “literature” from the 
a Arab National League. An excerpt taken from a single 
oi page of one of these pamphlets, entitled “An Appeal to 
American Justice and Fair Play on Behalf of the Palestine 
Pal ' Arabs,” is sufficient indication of the character of this 
A “literature.” The excerpt follows: . 
and 
pass 
etc. 
; not 
shat- 
oun- 
“racy 
ainst L’Shana Tova 
ili The officers of the League extend 
we their heartiest greetings for the New 
“ Year to the members of our chapters 
y throughout the country, and wish ; 
util them a happy and prosperous year. entire Near East. 
event In the past season, we have made BeunesinaCall 
aie considerable progress, in increase of _ 
sll membership, in raising of funds, and 
ore in cultural activities. Our pioneers 
in Palestine, in whose behalf the 
iii League has been organized, have 
they heroically maintained their position 
heit against wild attacks, and have even ! r 
| gained new ground in agricultural in Palestine. 
seal and industrial colonization. We fer- c F ; 
es vently hope that the new year will being raised, in full. 
‘te bring peace to our people in the 
all Yishub, as well as to our Arab neigh- 
P he bors. We shall make our contribu- 











estine will serve as a great stimulus 
to our League here in America, as 
well as an impetus in furthering the 
constructive work of the Histadrut 
in our homeland. 


A. D. Gordon Bulletin 


The office has issued a special Bul- 
letin on A. D. Gordon, including a 
synopsis of his Selected Essays, ar- 
ticles and reviews, which will be of 
assistance to the chapters in carrying 
out special Gordon meetings. The 
general reader will also find this 
bulletin useful as a guide to the life 
work of the man who so profoundly 
influenced the Labor movement in 
Palestine. Copies are available in the 
office of the League. (15c¢ plus 


postage.) 


30 


Summer Seminar 


Our annual Summer Seminar has 
concluded its third season of lecture 
series which were held at the He- 
chalutz Farm in Cream Ridge, N. J. 
The course of the second period, 
which lasted from August 19th 
through Labor Day, embraced a sur- 
vey of the Jewish Labor movement in 
Palestine, particularly the functions 
of the Histadrut and Modern Hebrew 
literature and art. The lecturers 
were, Moshe Halevy, director of 
“Ohel” (Labor Theatre in Palestine), 
Dr. H. L. Gordon, Dr. Julie Meyer, 
Abraham Revusky, Dr. Rachel Yar- 
den, Rubin Wallenrod, Professor 
Hayim Fineman, Dr. Alexander S. 
Kohanski, Batya Greenberg, Herbert 
Stein, Norwin Lindheim, Leib Glantz 
and Hayim Greenberg. An excellent 
concert program was rendered by out- 
standing artists, including Salvadore 


Ley, Moshe Rudinow, Ruth Eliash, 
Abraham Klar, ard William Belkin 
Ginzburgh. Special programs on the 
themes of Bialik’s poetry, the Histad- 
rut, and Tisha B’ab were presented 
by the staff under the direction of Av 
Soltes and Leon Kronish. 


Have You Read 


“Selected Essays” by A. D. Gordon 
and “The Histadrut’”” by Abraham 
Revusky, two indispensable publica- 
tions. Order your copies in the office 
of the League. Gordon's Essays— 
$2.00. “Histadrut”—35c plus post- 
age. 


Dr. A. S. Kohanski Visits 
Chapters 


The National Secretary, Dr. Alex- 
ander S. Kohanski, visited Baltimore 
where he met with the Executive of 
the local League and worked out the 
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program of activities for the coming 
year. During September, Dr. Kohan. © 
ski will visit Washington, Baltimore, | 
Philadelphia, Camden, Newark, Hart- | 
ford, Springfield and Boston. 


Mexico City 


A new chapter of the League was — 
recently organized in Mexico City, at 
the initiative of Miss Batami Margo- 
lin of Philadelphia, who spent last 7 
year in Mexico on behalf of the Ge. = 
verkshaften Campaign. The group © 
counts about 150 members, and pro- © 
mises to become a vital force in fur- ~ 
thering the interests of the Histadrut. © 


New York Council 
The New York Council is sponsor- 
ing a theatre party at Maurice © 
Schwartz’ Theatre presenting ‘Three 
Cities,” for Saturday night, Decem- 
ber 3rd. Choice tickets available in ~ 
the office of the Leagne. 








IN THE 


Youth a 


A two week seminar of the Young 
Poale Zion Alliance was held in 
Camp Kvutza, Accord, N. Y. be- 
tween August 14th to 28th. Sixty 
members of the youth organization, 
from New York, Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, Bridgeport, Cleveland, Camden, 
Toronto and Cincinnati. were present. 
During the first week the Palestine 
delegate to the youth movement, 
Chaver Ben Zion Applebaum, con- 
ducted a seminar on the present situ- 
tion in Palestine. The second week 
was mainly devoted to general organ- 
izational matters, reports of the ac- 
tivities in the various cities and plans 
for the coming year. In addition, a 
number of guest speakers were heard. 
David Wertheim, general Secretary of 
the Party discussed the structure of 
the world movement and the pro- 
blems facing the American Party; 
Halevy spoke on the Palestine Labor 
Theatre, Ohel, of which he is the 
director. 

A similar Seminar was held at the 
Camp Kvutza in New Buffalo, Michi- 
gan with some eighty chaverim from 
the Mid-Western cities in attendance. 
Chaver Ben Zion Applebaum partici- 
pated in the second seminar as well. 


Labor Zionist Delegates to 
American Jewish Congress 

The final returns of the election to 
the American Jewish Congress show 
considerable gains for the Labor Zion- 
ist ticket. Of the total of 375 dele- 
gates 85 will represent the Labor 
Zionist movement in over thirty cities 
in every part of the country. 


Party News Service 


In connection with recent develop- 
ments in Palestine the Party called a 


PARTY 


conference of Jewish journalists and 
writers to clarify the stand of the 
Party towards the paramount con- 
troversial problems in Zionism at the 
present moment. The real meaning of 
Havlagah received particular stress 
in the speeches of the representatives 
of the party. Many journalists who 
were present at the conference ex- 
pressed a desire for fuller access to 
the special information which the 
party recieves from Palestine and 
London. 


As a result of this conference the 
party is beginning to issue a weekly 
bulletin of special information on Pa- 
lestine and Zionist affairs, which will 
be sent to a number of Jewish jour- 
nalists and secretaries of party 
branches. The first issue was sent out 
in the last week of August. 


Annual Party Conference 

The annual Party conference will 
meet this year on October 15, in 
Lakewood, New Jersey. Among the 
problems to be discussed is the po- 
litical situation in Zionism, party 
policy in the first session of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress and some or- 
ganizational problems. 





FLASH!!! 

“Unique Adult Camp” 
HUNTS BROOK LODGE 
NEW LONDON, CONN. 

“No Dressing Up” 


Open Till Sept. 20th 








= 








WANTED 
YOUNG LADY, teacher, seeking con- 
genial partner to share modern 
3-room apartment located at llth St 
and 2nd Ave., N. Y. Phone: GR. 7-2977. 











Buy Palestine Products 
Increase the Yishuv in Palestine 


by Giving Work! 


SEND FOR THE PALESTINE BLADE! 
25c for 5 


To introduce Palestine goods on the 
American market and convince you 
that Okava De Luxe BLADES are 
in the final analysis cheaper than 
or blades, we will send you by 
mail a package of five blades for 
25¢ or six packages for $1. Money 
back guarantee if not satisfied. 


I enclose $ 





OKAVA, 32 Union Square, New York | © 
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